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(cham’pe-on) 
n. 1. A winner of first place in 
a competition. 2. One who 
shows marked superiority. 


M77, 


- 
ae 


From One Championship Team To Another, 
Husker Auto Group Salutes The 
Nebraska Cornhuskers In Their Quest For 
Excellence. 

You Are The Definition Of Champion. 


\ THE ALL NEW J] 


A 
% (N20 Ine 
DEALERSHIP 


ae i | AUTO GROUP JE 


CHEVY 4949 'O' Street 5020 ‘0’ Street PONTIAC 
Ey JJ Lincoln, NE Lincoln, NE GMC 
useovenicies) WE'LL BE THERE ’ _ 
(=) Cattle 


www.huskerautogroup.com 


ysis |""7"/7) 


ie 
RECRUITS 


‘ e 
~~ si 
= 


JUSUAIAN 


Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20+ years 


(900) 860-4733* (line 1 — practice reports, 
line 3 — recruiting commitments) 
*-$2 for first minute, $1 each additional minute; must be 18 or older to call 


For advertising information, call (402) 423-3405 
or e-mail jefftuder@alitel.net 


Second Half 
Should Be Special 


Interesting stretch run ahead 
for 6-0 Cornhuskers 


IT’S NOT necessarily 
how you start but how 
you finish. 


Anyone who thinks 
Nebraska should be 
rated higher than fourth 
in the polls should keep 
that in mind. 

Reaching the halfway 
point of the regular sea- 
son at 6-0 is nothing to sneeze at, but the 
Cornhuskers have really not been test- 
ed. That’s why the view from No. 4 isn’t 
bad at all. 

With the final third of the season 
including home games _ against 
Oklahoma and Kansas State and a road 
game at Colorado (and a 
potential Big 12 champi- 
onship game to follow), the 
Huskers most likely can 
control their own destiny. 
But it certainly won’t be 
easy. 

— Defending Big 12 and 
national champion 
Oklahoma has defeated 
Kansas State and Texas 
back-to-back, holding the 
high-powered Longhorns 
without a touchdown. 

— Despite losing two 
straight, Kansas State should regroup 
during the second half of the season. 
The Wildcats gave Oklahoma all it could 
handle before falling 38-37 in Norman. 

— Colorado showed it may be a big- 
ger player this time around by defeating 
Kansas State 16-6 in Manhattan. The 
Buffaloes looked like an underachiever 
again after losing their opener to Fresno 
State. But the Bulldogs are unbeaten and 
ranked No. 10, and Colorado has won 
four straight. 

Nebraska, meanwhile, has yet to face 
one of the Big 12 powers and should 
have no problems with Baylor and Texas 
Tech, heading into the showdown with 
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On Tue Cover 


Keyuo Craver returns an intercep- 
tion for a touchdown on lowa State’s 
first series. Photo by Scott Bruhn 


4 OCT. 13, 2001 


Oklahoma later this month. 

Iowa State, which came into Lincoln 
3-0, might have provided more of a test 
but couldn’t get out of the gate and was 
in a 41-0 hole before it got untracked. 

That’s been a mark of this Nebraska 
team in most games this season. In three 
of their last four games, the Huskers 
held leads of 17-0, 21-0 and 20-0 at the 
end of the first quarter. In its six victo- 
ries, Nebraska has scored 150 points in 
the first half and 72 in the second half. Is 
there a problem in finishing strong, or is 
it just the result of being in control early? 

In two games of note last season, the 
Huskers started fast before stalling. 
They led Oklahoma 14-0 before losing 
31-14 and led Colorado 14-0 
but needed Josh Brown's 
field goal as the clock 
expired to escape with a 34- 
32 victory. 

The thing that appears 
different about this year's 
team is the defense. Two 
words came up often in 
describing their effort after 
the Iowa State game — 
chemistry and depth. You 
can read more about the 
defense’s latest perform- 
ance against the Cyclones 
inside this issue. 

Last week’s cover subject, Eric 
Crouch, had another outstanding game 
and continues to put his name in the 
record books. He rushed for 104 yards 
and four touchdowns and completed an 
efficient 10-of-14 passes for 110 yards. 

In our feature story in this edition, 
contributing editor Mike Babcock takes 
a look at the Nebraska passing attack 
and how it has adapted to changing 
defenses. 

Our latest installment of “Great 
Games at Memorial Stadium” is the 
story of the 1978 Oklahoma-Nebraska 
game. 

Twenty-three years later, another 
chapter could be written when the old 
rivals get together Oct. 27 in Lincoln. 

The Huskers will need to get off to a 
good start ... and have enough left for a 
good finish. 
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Nebraska's passing attack is much more complicat- 
ed than it once was because, quite simply, defenses 
are more complicated. By Mike Babcock 


The review of the Baylor game will be mailed Oct. 15. 
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A Pioneer of Sorts 


Charles Bryant occasionally 
fought with some of his team- 
mates. But they ignored him for 
the most part, he says in the 
documentary “Husker Century 
Part II: Spirit of Play 1941-1972.” 

Bryant was an African- 
American on an_ otherwise 
white Nebraska football team in 
1952. He was a guard on offense 
and a linebacker on defense, 
earning all-conference recogni- 
tion in 1954. 

He also was a pioneer of 
sorts, the first African-American 
to earn a varsity letter at 
Nebraska since Clinton Ross, a 
football player in 1913. Bryant 
lettered as a wrestler his sopho- 
more year. 

He earned the first of two 
football letters in 1953. 

But he has never made a big 
deal of what he accomplished. 
“If | wasn’t the first, somebody 
else would have been,” he has 
said. “I guess that’s why I don’t 
see it as any big deal.” 

It was a big deal in a social 
context, however, for a football 
program in which the contribu- 
tions of African-Americans have 
been significant — and are now com- 
monplace. 

Bryant is among several former 
Cornhuskers whose recollections are 
the strength of the second in a three- 
part series produced by the Nebraska 
ETV Network and HuskerVision. The 
first video was released a year ago. 
And the third, covering 1973 to the 
present, is currently in production. 

Bryant’s comments convey what it 
was like “to be one black kid on a foot- 
ball field with 100 white guys, who 
have come from Scribner and Schuyler 
and Broken Bow.” 

They had no idea “what it was like 
to deal with black people,” he says. 

Max Kitzelman, a Cornhusker team- 
mate from Nebraska City, was an 
exception. Kitzelman “kind of took 
care of me,” says Bryant, who was from 
South High School in Omaha. 

“You stick up for yourself. You stick 
up for your friends,” Kitzelman says. 
“And Charlie was a good friend.” 

Kitzelman also offers insight into 
the turbulent coaching tenure (1949-55) 
of Bill Glassford, whose excessive dis- 
cipline earned him the nickname the 
“baby-faced assassin.” 
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Charles Bryant was an all-conference guard in 1954. 


The players, however, called him 
the “baby-faced bastard,” says 
Kitzelman, who, along with Bryant, 
was among 35 players who signed a 
petition to get rid of Glassford in 
January of 1954. 

Glassford, who survived the alum- 
ni-organized player revolt then left fol- 
lowing the 1955 season, was the fifth of 
seven Cornhusker coaches between 
Biff Jones and Bob Devaney. 

The Devaney era is the focus of the 
94-minute video, which includes 
excerpts from a 1992 interview with 
the late Hall of Fame coach responsible 
for resurrecting the football program. 

“When I first came here . . . | was 
not very impressed with Nebraska's 
athletics facilities,” Devaney says. “In 
fact, they were horrible. I called back to 
Duffy (Daugherty) and | said, ‘Duffy, 
this place doesn’t look too good.’ But 
he said, ‘If you win there, you can win 
a national championship.’ “ 

Devaney’s teams did, in 1970 and 
1971. 

Nebraska contacted Daugherty, the 
head coach at Michigan State, follow- 
ing the departure of Bill Jennings. 
Daugherty recommended Devaney, a 


friend and former assistant, for 


the job. 
The video includes vintage 
film clips from Devaney’s 


career, including several bowl 
games, the Michigan game in 
1962 and, of course, the 
Oklahoma game in 1971. It also 
includes clips from earlier 
games, against Notre Dame in 
1947, Missouri in 1950 and 
Oklahoma in 1959. 

In addition to the words of 
Bryant and Kitzelman, those of 
several other players and coach- 
es are used to tell the story of 
Cornhusker football from 1941 
to 1972. Among those are Fran 
Nagle, Harry Tolly, Dennis 
Claridge, Frank Solich, Jerry 
Tagge, Johnny Rodgers and Tom 
Osborne. 

Says Nagle of teammate Tom 
Novak, the only Nebraska foot- 
ball player whose jersey number 
is retired: “They talk about Dick 
Butkus at Illinois, I thought Tom 
was every bit as tough.” 

Former Cornhusker Trev 
Alberts, now a college football 
analyst for the CNN/SI cable 
network, again narrates the doc- 
umentary, which also features com- 
ments from Don Bryant and sound 
bites from Lyell Bremser — his call of 
Rodgers’ punt return against 
Oklahoma — and Bob Zenner. 

Keith Jackson, the ABC television 
voice of college football, provides 
insight as well. 

He says of Devaney’s impact on 
Cornhusker football: “A football coach 
is like the pebble in a pond. Take a peb- 
ble in a quiet pond and throw it in the 
middle and watch the ripples, and let 
each ripple be a generation, not just the 
guys he coached but the generations 
that followed.” 

That image could work for Charles 
Bryant, too. He led the way, enduring 
the overt racism of his time. Much of 
the Big Seven Conference was still seg- 
regated, and when the Cornhuskers 
traveled to Oklahoma, he had to stay at 
the “Black YMCA” in Oklahoma City 
while the rest of the team stayed in 
Norman. 

“TY didn’t know until many years 
later that they had to stay in the 
YMCA,” Kitzelman says. “That's 
embarrassing to me, that those condi- 
tions existed at that time.” 


28 GAMES AT NEW HOME 

The Nebraska baseball team will play 
22 regular-season games against teams 
that qualified for last season’s NCAA 
tournament. The 2002 schedule, which 
includes nine NCAA tournament teams 
from last season, features 28 home 
games for the first season at Haymarket 
Park, Nebraska's $32.4 million dollar 
baseball/softball complex located just 
west of campus. 

The Huskers will christen Haymarket 
Park on March 5, with a contest against 
Nebraska-Kearney, scheduled for 2 p.m. 

The April schedule is highlighted by 
the return of two long-time non-confer- 
ence rivals to Lincoln. On April 10, 
Minnesota will make its first appearance 
in Lincoln since 1985 to conclude a three- 
game series, while Wichita State makes 
its first appearance in Lincoln in 12 years 
on April 30. 

For the first time, the Big 12 
Tournament will take place at The 
Ballpark in Arlington May 22-26, ending 
five-year run in Oklahoma City. 

NCAA Regionals are scheduled from 
May 31 to June 2, while Super Regionals 
run from June 7-9. The 56th annual 
College World Series takes place in 
Omaha from June 14-22 at Rosenblatt 
Stadium. 

Feb. 15-17 — Holiday Inn-Crowne 
Plaza/Rice Invitational, Houston, Texas: 15 — 
vs. New Mexico, 1 p.m.; 16 — vs. Rice, 1 p.m.; 
17 — vs. Wake Forest, noon; 22-24 — 
McNeese State Tournament, Lake Charles, La.: 
22 — vs. McNeese State, 7 p.m.; 23 — vs. 
Louisiana-Monroe, 1 p.m.; 24 — vs. Southern 
Mississippi, noon. 

March 1 — at Fresno State, 9:05 p.m.; 2 — 
at Fresno State, 3:05 p.m.; 3 — at Fresno State, 
3:05 p.m.; 5 — Nebraska-Kearney, 2 p.m.; 8 — 
at Baylor, 7 p.m.; 9 — at Baylor, 3 p.m.; 10 — 
at Baylor, 1 p.m.; 15 — Texas A&M, 2 p.m.; 16 
— Texas A&M, 2 p.m.; 17 — Texas A&M. 1 
p.m.; 19 — at Minnesota, 6:30 p.m.; 20 — at 
Minnesota, 1 p.m.; 22 — Texas Tech, 2 p.m.; 23 
— Texas Tech, 2 p.m.; 24 — Texas Tech, noon; 
26 — Western Illinois, 3 p.m.; 27 — Western 
Illinois, 2 p.m.; 29 — at Kansas State, 7 p.m.; 
30 — at Kansas State, 2 p.m.; 31 — at Kansas 
State, 1 p.m. 

April 2 — Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 6:30 p.m.; 
3 — Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2 p.m; 5 — 
Oklahoma, 6:30 p.m.; 6 — Oklahoma, 2 p.m.; 7 
— Oklahoma, 1 p.m.; 9 — at Creighton, 3 p.m.; 
10 — Minnesota, 3 p.m.; 12 — at Missouri, 
6:30 p.m.; 13 — at Missouri, 2 p.m.; 14 — at 
Missouri, 1 p.m. 16 — Creighton, 6:30 p.m.; 19 
— at Oklahoma State, 3 p.m; 20 — at 
Oklahoma State, 3 p.m.; 21 — at Oklahoma 
State, 2 p.m.; 23 — Texas-Pan American, 6:30 
p.m.; 24 — Texas-Pan American. 2 p.m.; 26 — 
Kansas, 6:30 p.m.; 27 — Kansas, 2 p.m.; 28 — 
Kansas, 1 p.m.; 30 — Wichita State, 6:30 p.m. 

May 3 — at Texas, 7 p.m.; 4 — at Texas, 
6:30 p.m.; 5 — at Texas, 2 p.m.; 10 — Cal-Poly, 
6:30 p.m.; 11 — Cal-Poly, 2 p.m.; 12 — Cal- 
Poly, 11 a.m.; 15 — vs. Creighton (Rosenblatt), 
7 p.m.; 17 — Louisiana Tech, 6:30 p.m.; 18 — 
Louisiana Tech, 2 p.m.; 19 — Louisiana Tech, 1 
p.m.; 22-26 — at Big 12 Conference 
Tournament, Arlington, Texas 

May 31-June 2 — NCAA Regionals, 
Campus Sites; June 7-9 — NCAA Super 
Regionals, Campus Sites; June 14-22 — 
College World Series Omaha, Neb. 

All times Central and subject to change Mf 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


HE’S MY BROTHER 

Cornhusker quarterback Jammal Lord's biggest fan is his 13-year-old brother 
Jerel. And Jerel is living with Jammal, at the insistence of their mother Claudia 
Lord, who lives in Bayonne, N.J. 

“In Bayonne, Jerel gets in trouble. It's mostly kid stuff — throwing rocks and 
climbing fences,” Claudia Lord told the Lincoln Journal Star by way of explana- 
tion. 

“But the games Jerel’s going to play with me, he won't play with Jammal. If | 
tell Jerel to be home at 7 o’clock, he comes home at 7:30. If Jammal tells him to 
be home at 7, Jerel will be there at 6:55.” 

Jerel is an eighth-grader at Lincoln‘s Lefler Middle School. 


UP TO THE SHOW 

Former Cornhusker baseball player Ken Harvey was called up by the Kansas 
City Royals following the AA season with the Wichita Wranglers. Harvey got his 
first major league hit, a single against the White Sox in Chicago on Sept. 23 and 
followed with a single against the Detroit Tigers in his first at-bat at Kaufman 
Stadium three days later. He added a double in the fifth inning of that game. 


GOOD WORKS 

Nebraska’s Patrick Kabongo, a sophomore defensive tackle 
from Montreal, has been named to the American Football 
Coaches Association Division I-A “Good Works” team. 

The 11-player team honors players for their commitment to 
community service. Among other things, Kabongo has spo- 
ken at church-related events as a member of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, as well as at National Education Week 
activities and the Western Nebraska Tour of Excellence. 


HOOP DREAMS 

Basketball is the first love of Cornhusker split end Wilson 
Thomas, who is fast becoming a go-to pass receiver. “Right 
now, | could care less which he prefers,” Coach Frank Solich told the Lincoln 
Journal Star. “As long as he’s catching the ball he’s supposed to be catching I’m 
fine.” 


Patrick Kabongo 


WHERE'S ERIC? 

Eric Crouch missed practice on the Monday after the Missouri game, and he 
was expected to miss several subsequent Monday practices because of a class 
commitment. That doesn't seem to concern Solich, however. “That little bit of 
rest will not hurt him in terms of all the hits he takes and all of passes he’s 
thrown,” said Solich. “It'll probably give his arm a little bit of a break, too.” 


LOST FOR THE SEASON 

Redshirted freshman rover Lannie Hopkins was scheduled to undergo surgery 
for a lower abdominal injury and miss the remainder of the season. Even though 
Hopkins sat out last season as a redshirt, Solich indicated that Nebraska would 
look into petitioning for a medical redshirt for Hopkins. 

True freshman I-back Cory Ross underwent shoulder surgery in late 
September and will miss the remainder of the season while recovering. He'll be 
able to return in the spring, Solich said. 

Even though he suited up for the first two games, Ross appeared headed for a 
redshirt. 


WATCH OUT FOR TONIU 

Junior offensive guard Toniu Fonoti is among those on the watch list for the 
Outland Trophy. The list also includes four other Big 12 players: Colorado’s Andre 
Gurode, Texas A&M's Seth McKinney, Oklahoma’s Frank Romero and Texas’ 
Mike Williams. 

The Football Writers’ Association of America presents the Outland Trophy. 
Nebraska has had seven Outland winners, including Dave Rimington, who won 
the award twice (1982-83), 

The other winners have been Larry Jacobson (1971), Rich Glover (1972), Dean 
Steinkuhler (1983), Will Shields (1992), Zach Wiegert (1994) and Aaron Taylor 
(1997). 

Former Cornhusker Dominic Raiola was a finalist for last season’s award. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 7 


The Luxury 
Of Depth 


After injury to starter Lohr, 
Jamrog still has six tackles to rotate 


EFFECTIVE PASS DEFENSE depends on 
what's up front. That was never more 
apparent than during Nebraska’s 33-30 
overtime victory at Colorado two seasons 
ago. 

Despite taking a 27-3 lead into the 
fourth quarter, the Cornhuskers needed a 
missed 34-yard field goal by Jeremy 
Aldrich as time elapsed in regulation for 
the opportunity to win. 

Part of the problem was Nebraska’s inability to pressure 
on Colorado quarterback Mike Moschetti, who completed 
13-of-18 passes for 188 yards and three touchdowns in the 
fourth quarter. 

And that inability was a function of weary 
defensive tackles. 

With Jeremy Slechta sidelined following 
knee surgery two days earlier, the Cornhuskers 
had only three experienced tackles to rotate: 
Steve Warren, Loran Kaiser and Jason Lohr. 

They had to battle not only big offensive 
linemen but also the cumulative effect of high 
altitude and the fact that Colorado ran 88 plays 
from scrimmage during the game. The 
Buffaloes finished with nearly an 8-minute 
advantage in time of possession. And “that’s 
when you get in some really tough situations, 
guys not being fresh in the fourth quarter,” 
defensive tackles coach Jeff Jamrog said. 

Jamrog wasn’t a Nebraska assistant yet. But 
he has seen the videotape. 

The Cornhuskers were “really tired on 
defense at the end,” he said. 

That was particularly true of the defensive 
linemen. Not that they weren’t in good physical condition, 
they were. But “it’s one thing to be a 180-pound defensive 
back sprinting down the field,” Jamrog said. “When you're 
carrying 285 to 300 pounds, it takes its toll.” 

Defensive line play is a little like a wrestling match. And 
“you don’t see wrestling matches in college go for 24 min- 
utes with sporadic breaks,” secondary coach George 
Darlington said. 

“Kids can’t do that. You can’t say it’s humanly impossi- 
ble. But you can say it’s humanly improbable that you're 
going to be playing in the fourth quarter like you played in 
the first quarter.” 

The fourth quarter of Nebraska’s 23-20 Holiday Bowl 
game loss to Arizona also illustrates the point. “We had not 
rotated well for various reasons, and they just mauled us,” 
said Darlington. “Had we had the luxury to rotate, you 
could make a strong case that we wouldn't have lost that 
game.” 

The Cornhuskers have that luxury this season. Even 
though Lohr, a senior, has been sidelined by a knee injury 
—and definitely is missed — Jamrog still has six tackles to 
rotate. 
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Jeff Jamrog is in his sec- 
ond season as NU’s 
defensive line coach. 


The optimum rotation is four, or possibly five, with the 
top two getting a majority of the snaps. 

Slechta and Jon Clanton, who has stepped in for Lohr, are 
the top two, and “obviously there’s a little separation,” 
Jamrog said. “We start the two guys that we feel are the best 
we have to put out there. But at times throughout the game, 
you're going to see second-team guys.” 

And those second-team guys typically get to play quite a 
few snaps. 

Casey Nelson and Patrick Kabongo back up Slechta at 
tackle, while Ryon Bingham and Manaia Brown back up 
Clanton at nose tackle. “We’re blessed with the talent level 
we have at the position right now,” said Jamrog. “Some of 
these guys might be starting at other schools.” 

Jamrog’s concern is that the starters play 
enough to get into a rhythm, which is why the 
optimum rotation is probably — four. 
Substituting requires picking “your spots,” he 
said. 

To that end, plays are charted so he knows 
how many snaps each tackle has played at any 
given point in the game. Sometimes another 
player keeps track, sometimes a student man- 
ager. 

Tyler Toline, a redshirted rush end who has 
been injured, has done the charting recently. 

It’s kind of like charting a baseball pitcher’s 
pitch count. “That’s probably a good analogy,” 
said Jamrog, who takes into account not only 
the number of plays but also “how far they’re 
sprinting, if they’re giving up any big plays 
and sprinting down the field, maybe getting a 
little winded.” 

The weather is a factor, too. On a cool day, 
“they can play 60 or 70 snaps,” he said. 

The importance of depth at defensive tackle is reflected 
in the fact that the Cornhuskers’ 2001 recruiting class 
included four: Le Kevin Smith, Jared Helming, Titus 
Adams and Seppo Evwaraye, all of whom are redshirting 
— Smith underwent knee surgery during pre-season prac- 
tice. 

Nebraska has done well in identifying defensive tackles. 
Five of the six who are playing now were scholarship 
recruits. Nelson, the only walk-on, was on scholarship last 
spring semester. 

“We're really fortunate that we have the number of bod- 
ies on scholarship there that we do,” said Jamrog. “There 
are no busts in that group. If we had to (give them) schol- 
arships all over again, you'd say, ‘Let’s take them.’ We feel 
comfortable putting (all of) them in a ball game.” 

He hasn’t hesitated to do that, though obviously some 
have played a lot more than others. 

“That's ultimately our goal, to wear teams out and really 
get after it throughout the game,” he said. “But really, hope- 
fully, it will start telling in that fourth quarter.” 

When it doesn’t, the Cornhuskers can have problems. 


Traditional Powerhouse... 


When you think of strong traditions in Nebraska, football usually comes to mind. 
But, there's another tradition of excellence that's a part of Nebraska... 
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great Nebraska 
Cornhuskers™ 
home or 

office 

chairs. 


+ Waveform seat and 


leather on seat and 


back in Black 


or Red! 
back feature lumbar 
support 


+ Multilayered foam 


for all-day comfort 


* Five-prong swivel base 


with dual-wheel 
hooded coasters 


* Adjustable height 


adjustment 


* Locking tilt mechanism 


& tension control recline 


* Dimensions: 25"(w) x 


27"(d) x 46"(h) - Weight 
32-lbs 


Please allow 5-6 weeks 
for delivery. Sorry,no 
refunds once order is 
placed. 


+ $20.00 shipping per chair Item# NECOF28000 $469.99 


+ $20.00 shipping per chair 
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Added 
Challenge 


‘Any time you go on the road in the Big 12, 
you'd better be ready to strap it on’ 


EVEN FOR A DOMINANT college football 
program like Nebraska, taking to the road in 
conference play can be a dicey proposition. 

Recent history has shown that even the 
Cornhuskers — the most successful team in 
the first five years of the Big 12 Conference 
— have had their share of struggles on the 
road in league play. 

First, realize that Nebraska was a very 
respectable 36-7 in its first 43 games after 
Frank Solich took over as head coach prior to the 1998 sea- 
son. Then consider that Solich’s teams entered this season 7- 
5 in conference road games over the last three years. 

At first glance, it might seem shocking that a team like 
Nebraska could own such a mediocre mark. However, 
Solich said if anyone looks around the conference — or the 
country — it probably shouldn't come as a surprise. Don’t 
think so? Just ask Florida State, which was pum- 
meled by a previously winless North Carolina 
team Sept. 22 in an ACC matchup. 

“Almost any team that you face will have tal- 
ent,” Solich said. “On any given day, it can hap- 
pen to you, and it can happen to you big like it 
did to Florida State. We just keep getting ready 
to play one at a time and try to keep anything 
like that from happening to us.” 

Nebraska defensive coordinator Craig Bohl 
said he gave his players fair warning prior to the 
start of Big 12 play that things were about to 
change. 

“I did talk to our players about stepping into 
the Big 12 Conference, and that they are going to 


Terry 
DOUGLASS 


see a different level of intensity, a different level Tracey Wistrom says 


of physical play, and each game gets bigger and he keeps his helmet on 
when he’s on the road. 


bigger,” Bohl said. “I think any time you go on 
the road in the Big 12, you'd better be ready to strap it on.” 

There’s no doubt the players feel the extra importance of 
the conference games. With 12 teams — at least half of them 
legitimate contenders — all gunning for one title, the inten- 
sity level on the field is elevated to new heights. 

Nebraska tight end Tracey Wistrom said the Sept. 29 
Missouri game was typical of what the Huskers will see 
week in, week out the rest of the way. Despite being decid- 
ed underdogs, the Tigers actually led 3-0 in the first quarter 
and battled hard on their home field before falling 36-3 to 
the Cornhuskers. Wistrom said it was evident that Mizzou 
kicked it up a notch against the Big Red. 

“We watched film of Missouri in the first two games, and 
they played hard in those, but you could just see they had a 
little something more for our game,” Wistrom said. “That’s 
the way it is for every Big 12 game. Whenever you face a Big 
12 opponent, they’re going to give you all they’ve got.” 

With three North Division titles, two Big 12 champi- 
onships and a 34-6 record in the first five years of Big 12 reg- 
ular-season play, Nebraska has been the conference’s best 
team in its first five-plus years of existence. Wistrom said the 


10 «OCT. 13, 2001 


Huskers’ past excellence only adds to the desire of opposing 
teams ... and their fans. 

“It’s always a hostile crowd whenever you're on the road 
for any Big 12 game because Nebraska has a big bull’s-eye 
on its chest,” Wistrom said. “Every team wants to beat us.” 

Several Nebraska players have recounted interesting 
experiences of Big 12 road games that included everything 
from verbal insults to beer bottles being throw in their direc- 
tion. Wistrom said he never takes off his helmet when he’s 
on the road so he doesn’t get hit in the head by quarters 
chucked onto the field by fans. 

While it can be an unsettling situation for younger play- 
ers who have never been through it before, several 
Nebraska veteran players said they actually look forward to 
road trips. Rush end Chris Kelsay said he uses the insults 
and cheers for the opposition as motivation. “That gets you 
fired up,” Kelsay said. 

Quarterback Eric Crouch said he likes road 
games because they offer the opportunity to 
make a statement. 

“T love going on the road,” Crouch said. “It’s 
always exciting. It’s always fun — a new experi- 
ence. It says a lot about your team when you can 
go and win on the road.” 

Solich, whose program has been nearly 
unbeatable at home, said that playing away from 
Memorial Stadium in Lincoln is no easy task. 

“Tt’s not all that tough to play a football game 
when you’ve got 70,000 to 80,000 people in the 
stands screaming for you, and you just feel all 
that support on your back,” Solich said. “It’s a 
little tougher when you're away from home, and 
that support is not necessarily there.” 

The Huskers know well how much a loud 
home crowd can help energize a team. After all, 
Nebraska has won more than 95 percent of its home game in 
the last 14 years with two of the losses coming to teams — 
Colorado in 1990 and Washington in 1991 — that went on to 
win national championships. Solich said the momentum 
that a home crowd can give a team makes it crucial for the 
visitor to get off to a good start. If not, you'll probably be in 
a dogfight to the end, he said. 

With that in mind, Solich said that execution becomes 
even more critical when a team is trying to win in enemy 
territory. 

“Football really comes down to getting it done on the 
field once that kickoff is made,” Solich said. “From that 
point on, you need to be the kind of football team that can 
play and play at a high level, regardless of whether you 
have the fans at home on your side or whether you're on the 
road and everybody is against you. 

“You've got to be able to respond. You've got to be able 
to make the plays.” 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
Independent. He can be reached at tdbbdouglass@netzero.net. 


Abundant 
Talent 


Any trip to Texas is important 
in terms of recruiting 


IT’S PROBABLY IMPOSSIBLE to stir 
Nebraska football fans into a frenzy over 
this week’s game at Baylor. 

Believe it or not, though, the trip to Waco, 
Texas, probably has larger ramifications on 
the Cornhuskers’ program than any other 
this season. 

At least in terms of recruiting. 

While NU isn’t currently relying on as 
much talent from Texas as most other Big 12 
Conference teams, the Huskers still strive 
as hard as any to have a major presence in the Lone Star 
State. Stealing even a few from a state overstocked with 
Division I-A players can make a difference for any program. 

“I think everybody tries to recruit Texas because there’s 
just so many good athletes down there,” Solich said. 
“Everybody’s trying to get their share.” 

Nebraska has three coaches on its staff — Turner Gill, Jeff 
Jamrog and Milt Tenopir — who spend a lot of time evalu- 
ating high school talent in Texas. Considering Dallas is only 
a 90-minute drive from Waco, you can bet that trio, and per- 
haps another Husker coach or two, will spend 
Friday night at a game checking on prospects. 

The same phenomenon went on a couple 
weeks ago in Missouri. 

“You're always thinking recruiting and trying 
to get some things done, but to us, Texas is an 
important state,” Solich said. 

There are eight Division I-A programs in 
Texas, and the state provides plenty of talent for 
countless other programs. 

Why so many? 

— For starters, you’ve got one of the largest 
population bases in the country, “And if you 
have the population, it leads to a number of 
great athletes,” Solich said. 

— Secondly, in terms of the way it’s run, 


Curt 
NicKEEVER 


there’s not a lot of difference between Texas high Cornerback Keyuo 
Craver is a product of 
Harleton, Texas. 


school football and the college variety. 

— There’s spring ball. 

— Many coaches are able to devote the same kind of 
hours for preparation, because they aren’t required to teach. 

— And you should see some of the practice facilities. 
“You talk about money down there, the facilities, as far as 
weight rooms, (allow them) the ability to do whatever it 
takes to help players develop,” Solich said. “Football is big 
down there in the minds of the people. All of that leads to 
very good high school play.” 

Nebraska has four players from Texas on this year’s team 
that are (or were) key contributors. Keyuo Craver (from 
Harleton) is the starting left cornerback, and Willie Amos 
(Sweetwater) is a starting free safety. Junior Justin Smith 
(Sherman) is the No. 2 left rush end, while Lannie Hopkins 
(Rowlett) was co-No. 2 at rover until an abdomen injury 
ended his season. 

The Huskers have two other redshirt freshmen Texans — 
quarterback Scott Siefken and offensive tackle Nick 
Povendo. 

Craver, who comes from a town of about 800 residents, 


said most of his team’s games drew around 3,000 fans. And 
there were 10,000 on hand for a playoff contest. 

While Nebraska has just a sprinkle of Texas flavor, 
Baylor, not surprisingly, is loaded with home-grown talent. 
All but 15 players on the Bears’ roster hail from Texas. 

Before the formation of the Big 12 Conference, the 
Huskers had a harder time landing players from Texas. And 
frankly, the coaching staff didn’t put as much emphasis on 
the state. 

Now, there are simply a lot more doors open. 

“The Big 12 is somewhat of a spread-out conference in 
distance, but it’s not out of the question, unless you're in 
certain parts of Texas, that you're looking at it as a ridicu- 
lous trip to get here,” Solich said. “And we're always going 
to be traveling down there every year, so what that means 
to families is their son is going to be coming down to play, 
too.” 

Solich also will get a bonus with this week’s game, as it 
allows him some time to catch up with longtime friend 
Kevin Steele, the Bears’ third-year coach and a former NU 
assistant. 

But no one should expect Nebraska’s coach 
to take it easier on the Bears for Steele’s sake. 

“You can't let that have any affect on you 
whatsoever,” Solich said. “We haven't even 
talked as much this year because you just get so 
busy, and everybody’s trying to do what they 
can to win. And time’s a premium. We're still 
very good friends, but I know he'll try to beat us 
and we'll try to beat him.” 

On and off the field. 

While Nebraska will never have as many 
Texans as Baylor, the Huskers need only to get 
the ones they want to even out the scales. With 
some of those sure to be at Saturday’s game, NU 
can sell itself with a solid performance. 

“Tt can sway them at the moment, but if 
they’re not ready to commit at that point in time, 
there’s a lot of water that goes under the bridge, 
and a lot of that wears off,” Solich said. “It’s all 
a matter of finding the kid that’s willing to leave home. If 
we can find a kid that’s willing and get him here on a visit, 
then generally we've gota shot. But finding him and know- 
ing which kids are willing to leave home is kind of tough.” 

Fortunately for Nebraska, Craver was one who fit that 
mold. 

“A lot of players know they can find some (college) in 
Texas to go to, but | just wanted to get out of the state,” he 
said. 

Weekend visits aside. And while Saturday’s game can’t 
possibly generate the same kind of overall excitement, look 
for Craver and the NU Texans to approach this return like it 
Was as important as the next one they hope to make — in 
December for the Big 12 championship. 


Curt McKeever js a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n adaition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 
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Older players 
helped Groce 
learn to deal 
with pressure 


alph Brown set the stan- 

dard by which Nebraska 

measures its  corner- 

backs. And his influence 

is still very much in evi- 
dence two seasons after he complet- 
ed his eligibility. 

If not for Brown, for instance, jun- 
ior cornerback DeJuan Groce might 
have gone elsewhere, to Michigan 
maybe. Brown was Groce’s recruiting 
host. “You come here, I’m going to 
take care of you. Don’t even worry 
about it,” he told Groce. “You don’t 
have to worry about anything.” 

“He said he was going to teach me 
everything he knew,” said Groce. 

Mike Brown did some teaching, 
too. Without their help, “whew, I 
don’t know where I'd be,” Groce 
said. “Just their leadership . . . plus, 
we were friends, too, just hanging 
out on the side.” 

The Browns regularly offered 
Groce friendly advice about things 
such as dealing with the pressure of 
being left on an “island” in the man- 
to-man pass coverage of Nebraska’s 
defensive schemes. 

Like most young defensive backs, 
Groce had difficulty setting aside 
mistakes. 

“Some things I was doing. I'd 
mess up, and I’d just keep dwelling 
on that one thing I messed up,” he 
said. “It kept on, | mean, through the 
whole game. ‘I just can’t believe I did 
that.’ “ 

Groce seems to have the perfect 
disposition for a defensive back. He’s 
resilient, with an omnipresent smile 
and a ready laugh. But he has his 
down times. They’re just not appar- 
ent. “People don’t know when I’m 
stressing out,” he said. “I try not to let 
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everybody know, just deal with it 


myself.” 
Teammate Keyuo Craver is an 
exception. “Keyuo can tell,” said 


Groce. “He just knows.” 

When Groce makes a mistake — a 
rare occurrence — Craver tells him to 
let it go. 

“IT do the same thing to him 
because I know when he’s stressing 
out,” Groce said. “You just block it 
out and go on to the next play. Ralph 
used to tell people that, too. He used 


‘You Just Go On’ 


to tell Keyuo, ‘block it out, clear your 
head.’ When you're thinking about 
that one play, you’re off your tech- 
nique a little bit.” 

And when that happens, a corner- 
back runs the risk of getting beat 
deep. 

“Every play is different so you just 
try to do the best the next play. It’s 
going to be hard if you don’t,” said 
Groce. “If you can’t let it go, it’s 
going to be a long season. 

“You've got to learn how to deal 


with it. To some people, it comes nat- 
urally. To some people it doesn’t. So 
you've got to find a way to work on 
it, develop it over the years.” 

Some players get help on the men- 
tal aspect of the game from team psy- 
chologist Jack Stark. 

But “I like to do things on my own 
sometimes,” Groce said. 

Among the things he did on his 
own last season was break up a 
school-record 17 passes, a reflection 
not only of his ability but also of the 
fact that he was the newcomer in the 
secondary. 

He alternated with Erwin Swiney 
at right cornerback and started three 
times, including twice when the 
Cornhuskers opened with a nickel 
back — against Oklahoma and 
Northwestern. 

Opposing quarterbacks picked on 
him last season — and to some extent 
they still are — just as they picked on 
Craver when Ralph Brown was play- 
ing the other cornerback position. 

That doesn’t bother Groce. In fact, 
“T like the challenge,” he said. 

“lm a good corner. I know I’m 
real good, so I’m not real worried 
about them picking on me. I’ve just 
got to go out there and do my job, 
help the team out. That’s my main 
goal.” 

He finally began to understand 
the wisdom of what Brown had told 
him in last season’s Kansas State 
game. “It’s kind of weird,” he said. “I 
started playing relaxed. That’s when 
everything turned around. I was kind 
of excited to play a lot. | had a good 
game. And after that, it just kept 
building. 

“My confidence, it just got bigger 
and bigger.” 

Even though Ralph Brown had 
moved on to the NFL, Groce could 
feel his presence. Ralph Brown and 
Mike Brown “taught us. We were the 
guys under them, watching them as 
they were improving and developing 
and becoming good players,” said 
Groce. “They gave us tips. 

“They were mentors for us. And 
now we’re the old heads. So we've 
got to do the same things for the 
younger guys. It always keeps going 
down to the next generation.” 

That's why his influence might be 
reflected in the play of a cornerback 
three seasons from now, after he has 
moved on. 


roud to be your 
Husker Team Physicians 


Patrick E. Clare, M.D. 
Robert W. Dugas, M.D. 
__ William F. Garvin, M.D. 

= David P. Heiser, M.D. 
Thomas M. Heiser, M.D. 
Daniel R. Ripa, M.D. 
Scott E. Strasburger, M.D. 
David J. Clare, M.D. 
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ATTENTION HUSKER FANS 


Individual game tickets and hotel packages are available to 
all Husker games including the Big 12 Championship and The 
Rose Bowl which is hosting the National Championship game. 


Sept. 1 Troy State 
Sept. 29 at Missouri Oct. 6 lowa State 
Oct. 20 Texas Tech Oct. 27 Oklahoma 
Nov. 10 Kansas State Nov. 23 at Colorado 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP DEC. 1ST DALLAS, TEXAS 


+ 2 Nights at the Embassy Suites * Game Ticket - Endzone - 50 yard line 
* Game transfers * Daily Breakfast » Happy Hour » Pregame Party 
ROSE BOWL JAN. 3RD PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 


* 3, 4, or 5 Nights hotel » Game Ticket - Endzone - 50 yard lines Game transfers * 
* Rose Parade » Airfare * Rental Car * Disneyland * Universal Studios « LA City Tour 


Sept. 8 Notre Dame Sept. 15 Rice 
Oct. 13 at Baylor 


Nov. 3 at Kansas 


Place a $100 per person deposit on the Big 12 or The Rose Bowl 
and receive a 100% refund if The Huskers do not play in the 
Game you have selected. Space is very limited. 


Please call 602-870-9197 for more information 
or email your request to Ediam71104@aol.com 
DIAMOND TRAVEL 15 years in business 
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Although much more well known for his running, Eric Crouch has already moved 
into third place all-time in passing yardage at Nebraska. 


14 OCT. 13, 2001 


Defensive 
changes force 
Huskers to alter 
passing attack 


By Mike Babcock 


o see what can happen 

when a zone blitz is suc- 

cessful, pop a videotape 

of the 1996 Fiesta Bowl 

game into the VCR and 
hit the fast forward button to late in 
the first half. 

Florida lines up first-and-10 at its 
own 35-yard line, trailing 25-10. 
Gator quarterback Danny Wuerffel 
takes the snap and drops back to 
pass. He throws quickly, under 
heavy pressure. Nebraska corner- 
back Michael Booker intercepts and 
returns the ball 42 yards for a touch- 
down. 

When the ball is snapped, 
Cornhusker defensive tackle Scott 
Saltsman takes a step forward as if to 
rush, then drops back into coverage. 
He is close to Booker when the ball is 
intercepted. 

Defensive tackles are often in cov- 
erage on zone blitzes. “Maybe a line- 
man or two are dropping out,” 
Nebraska receivers coach Ron Brown 
said. “They still have the same num- 
ber of guys that would drop ina nor- 
mal zone coverage. But now you 
have different people doing it. 

“It looks like man-to-man cover- 
age. But it’s really a blitz by the back- 
ers with rush men dropping and the 
secondary playing zone behind it. So 
you end up throwing man-to-man or 
‘hot’ routes into zone coverage. 
Those kinds of things can make you 
a little nervous as an offensive 
coach.” 

The zone blitz is a relatively new 


concern for offensive coaches. “There 
was no such thing as a zone blitz 
when I was playing, or even 10 years 
ago for that matter,” said 
Cornhusker quarterbacks coach 
Turner Gill, a three-time All-Big 
Eight quarterback at Nebraska from 
1981 through 1983. 

Defenses have developed other 
strategies as well to deal with offens- 
es that have tried to keep pace by 
becoming increasingly complex. As a 
result, “I think there are more pass 
patterns,” Gill said. He was referring 
to the Nebraska playbook, which has 
changed markedly since he played. 

Even though the Cornhuskers 
have had the nation’s definitive 
rushing offense since before he 
arrived, they haven't ignored the for- 
ward pass — statistical evidence 
notwithstanding. Their passing 
attack is much more complicated 
than it once was because, quite sim- 
ply, defenses are more complicated. 

Nebraska still relies on play- 
action passes to keep defenses 
geared to stop the run honest. But 
now “we have a lot more drop-back 
patterns,” said receivers coach Ron 
Brown. 

“We've always been a pretty 
extensive play-action passing team. 
When I first came here, we were 
probably a little more limited. We 
probably ran more options, more of a 
variety of options. 

“Again, we had a nice assortment 
of play-action passes, but we have 
probably reduced the actual number 
of types of options that we’re run- 
ning and have added more passes.” 

Brown, who is in his 15th season 
as a Cornhusker assistant, traces the 
change to the “early to mid-1990s. 
“We got a lot more man-to-man cov- 
erage starting then, and when you 
have that, the play-action passes 
aren't quite as effective because peo- 
ple are staring at the receiver,” he 
said. 

“They’re not looking into the 
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Tight end Tracey Wistrom (left) had 16 catches and split end Wilson Thomas had 15 


through the first five games. 


backfield as much and _ getting 
fooled. So we’ve had to develop 
some things where we had more 
crossing routes, more types of routes 
that can get you free.” 

Nebraska has continued to put a 
recruiting premium on_ running 
quarterbacks. That’s been the case 
since before Gill signed his letter of 
intent, picking the Cornhuskers over 
Oklahoma. 

If a quarterback can’t run, he’ll be 
a square peg in the round hole that is 
Nebraska’s offense. 

However, “I think maybe in the 
last few years we've tried to get some 
guys that maybe can throw the ball a 
little bit better than we had in the 
past,” Gill said. “Obviously, people 
are putting eight, even nine guys in 


the ‘box.’ And you’re going to have 
to throw the football some.” 

Eric Crouch has shown that abili- 
ty, though certainly not as often as 
Texas Tech’s Kliff Kingsbury, 
Florida’s Rex Grossman, Fresno 
State’s David Carr or Oregon's Joey 
Harrington. 

Crouch is most effective as a ball 
carrier — he ranks in the top 10 all- 
time in rushing among NCAA 
Division I-A quarterbacks. But he 
also can attack defenses through the 
air. 

He has already moved into third 
place all-time in passing yardage at 
Nebraska. And the two quarterbacks 
he now trails, David Humm and 
Jerry Tagge, directed pass-oriented 
offenses. 
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So Crouch almost certainly has 
climbed as high on the list as he can. 
From the beginning, Gill knew that 
Crouch could become an effective 
passer, even though he rarely threw 
at Omaha’s Millard North High 
School. He had “the arm,” Gill said. 
“He had the knowledge. And he had 
the desire to be an excellent passer. 
So it was just a matter of getting rep- 
etition. 

“Unfortunately, injuries slowed 
down the process of him being an 
accurate passer.” 

His right shoulder is healthy now, 
following two surgeries. 

Crouch had completed only 49.6 
percent of his passes going into this 


season. In the first five games, how- 
ever, he completed 61.2 percent of his 
passes for 633 yards and three touch- 
downs. And he averaged more than 9 
yards per passing attempt, which is 
“remarkable,” said Gill. 

“We look more at that stat than, 
say, yardage. That’s what we’re more 
concerned about, what we get per 
attempt. That means more to us (than 
yardage), that and touchdowns.” 

Yardage depends on opportunity. 
“If you're going to throw it 15 to 20 
times, you're not going to have the 
amount of yards as when you're 
throwing it 30 or 40 times,” Gill said. 
“It’s like anything else. The more 
(passing) opportunities you've got, 


Check out the biggest thing to show up at the University of Nebraska 


this year—-the new Embassy Suites Lincoln. Relax in a spacious 


two-room suite and enjoy a complimentary cooked-to-o 
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the more yards there are going to 
be.” 

Through five games, Crouch was 
averaging just over 13 passing 
attempts per game. 

That doesn’t mean he hasn’‘t 
worked on his passing. Nebraska 
devotes considerable practice time to 
passing. In fact, the practice break- 
down is close to 50-50 running game 
and passing game. 

The Cornhuskers typically spend 
20 minutes on seven-on-seven pass- 
ing drills and another 15 to 17 min- 
utes at a passing station each day. “I 
don’t care how many times you 
throw the ball (in a game) or how lit- 
tle you throw it, you have to spend a 
lot of (practice) time doing it,” 
Brown said. 

“There is so much timing, so 
many reads, so many things you 
have to be aware of. There’s just no 
shortcut. People assume we don’t 
spend a lot of time practicing to 
throw. But we do.” 

After the Rice game, in which 
Crouch threw for 165 yards and 
three touchdowns, Coach Frank 
Solich was asked if opposing defens- 
es might be underestimating 
Nebraska’s passing game. 

“T don’t know if they’ve underes- 
timated or maybe they didn’t know 
we had one,” he said. “Part of that, | 
think, comes back to maybe teams 
playing us first to stop the run. 

“That’s been pretty consistent for 
a long time. And I don’t think that 
will change. I think teams will line 
up against us and try to stop the run. 
They will force us to pass.” 

Such an approach is the key to 
successful defense. 

When defenses commit too many 
players to stopping the run, howev- 
er, they leave themselves vulnerable. 

“They may guess right once or 
twice,” said Gill. 

“But we’re going to have an 
opportunity to make a big play.” 

And Crouch might make that big 
play with his right arm instead of his 
feet. 

“I know myself, I know Coach 
Solich, I know this whole team 
believes that he can throw the ball as 
well as anybody in the country,” Gill 
said. “He’s made a big improve- 
ment.” 

Even with a zone blitz, an oppos- 
ing defense must beware. 


Eric Crouch is all alone. onthis option | 
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Defensive 
effort sets 
up Crouch, 


NU offense 


By Mike Babcock 
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eJuan Groce didn’t 
notice the exact time 
on the game clock. 
But it was during the 
second quarter of 
Nebraska’s 48-14 victory against 
Iowa State. That much is certain. 

He left Memorial Stadium and 
was taken for x-rays at a medical 
facility near Cornhusker Highway 
and 27th Street. He was still wearing 
his shoulder pads when he got into 
the car. 

He must have looked as if he were 
“dressed for Halloween,” he said. 

The x-rays were negative, no 
cracks or breaks. The diagnosis was 
bruised ribs. So he returned to the 
stadium and rejoined his teammates 
on the sideline in the third quarter, 
without his pads. 

Keyuo Craver greeted him by say- 
ing that trainer Doak Ostergard had 
gone to find him a dress. When 
Groce responded with a smile, “I 
knew he was all right,” Craver said 
afterward. 

“He said, ‘You’re not hurt. Get 
back in there,’ “ said Groce. 

Their good-natured exchange 
reflected chemistry not only between 
them but characteristic of Nebraska’s 
defense overall. Former Cornhusker 
defensive coordinator Charlie 


McBride, who visited practice on McBride told Craver, “You’re co-captain, was quick to agree. “As 
Thursday and Friday, said that always helping each other.” far as chemistry oriented, family ori- 
chemistry sets this defense apart. Craver, a senior cornerback and ented, this is the best,” he said. 
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“There’s a lot of depth, too. You can’t 
beat that.” 
Iowa State certainly couldn’t beat 


Nebraska cornerback Erwin Swiney (16) 
gets a hand in to break up a pass 
intended for split end Lane Danielsen. 
Danielsen was lowa State's leading 
receiver with 5 catches for 82 yards. 


that chemistry and depth, on either 
side of the ball, as the Cornhuskers 
broke out to a 41-0 lead in the first 
half and coasted to a sixth victory. 

Craver set the tone less than two 
minutes into the game, intercepting a 
Seneca Wallace pass and returning it 
57 yards for a touchdown. Wallace 
was the last to have a shot at Craver, 
who lunged to get the ball across the 
goal line. “You don’t get that oppor- 
tunity too many times,” he said. 

The Cyclones came to town with 
an enthusiasm built on three consec- 
utive victories and a performance in 
the third by Wallace, against Baylor, 
that earned him Big 12 “Offensive 
Player of the Week” honors. The jun- 
ior college transfer completed 22-of- 
24 passes for 299 yards. 

But Craver’s touchdown, a 34- 
yard punt return by Groce and an 
interception by Groce late in the first 
quarter left Wallace and Iowa State in 
a hole from which the Cyclones 
couldn’t climb. 

Groce’s punt return set up a sec- 
ond touchdown, and his interception 
set up a third. 

Such plays “put our offense in 
good field position,” said defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl. 

The offense took it from there, 
once again keyed by the play of quar- 
terback Eric Crouch, who rushed for 
104 yards and four touchdowns and 
completed 10-of-14 passes for 110 
yards. 

“T thought he had another great 
ball game,” Coach Frank Solich said. 
“When you look at how he ran the 
ball in the first half, that was critical 
to us in terms of keeping drives alive. 

“We used him as an I-back pretty 
much throughout the course of the 
first half.” 

Crouch still took the snaps from 
center, but 13 of his 15 carries came in 


Keyuo Craver 


Interception 
Sets the Tone 


The interception was Keyuo 
Craver’s first this season. And it 
gave Nebraska an emotional lift. 

“It was very big,” 
Cornhusker Coach Frank Solich 
said. “Any time you can have 
your defense come up with 
plays early in the game it sets 
the tone. Keyuo did a great job 
of putting it in.” 

Craver returned the intercep- 
tion 57 yards for a touchdown. 
“Any time you can take it back it 
really has a huge impact on the 
game,” said Nebraska defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl. 

The interception return for a 
touchdown was the 
Cornhuskers’ longest since 1998, 
when Joe Walker returned one 
65 yards for a score, also against 
Iowa State. Nebraska’s last 
interception return for a touch- 
down was by middle linebacker 
Carlos Polk against Colorado 
last season. 

The interception, the fifth of 
Craver’s career, wasn’t the 
extent of his contribution to the 
48-14 victory, however. He was 
credited with a team-high nine 
tackles and two pass break-ups. 

He now has 37 career break- 
ups, second only to Ralph 
Brown’s 50. 

In addition, with DeJuan 
Groce sidelined by what was 
diagnosed as _ bruised ribs, 
Craver returned two punts for 
13 yards. Groce also intercepted 
a pass. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


the first two quarters. The four rush- 
ing touchdowns increased his career 
total to 51, breaking the school 
record of 49 held by Mike Rozier 
(1981-83) as well as the NCAA 
Division I-A record for quarterbacks, 
also 49. 

Ohio’s Kareem Wilson (1995-98) 
held the NCAA quarterbacks record. 

Crouch got help from I-backs 
Dahrran Diedrick and Thunder 
Collins. 

Diedrick rushed-for 107 yards and 


one touchdown, while Collins, who . 


also lined up at wingback, caught a 
team-high five passes for 33 yards 
and averaged 15.5 yards on four car- 
ries. 

“Thunder has been able now to 
supply us with some formations 
other than out of the I-back (posi- 
tion) that have been beneficial to us,” 
said Solich. “We'll try to keep build- 
ing on that.” 

The first half was “as complete . . . 
as we've played,” Solich said. 

But with an insurmountable 41-0 
lead, the Cornhuskers lost their 
focus. 

“The second half was kind of dis- 
appointing,” said rush end Chris 
Kelsay, who had three tackles for 12 
yards in losses, including one of 
Nebraska’s three quarterback sacks. 
“If you ask anybody, they’d say the 
same thing. We stress to play four 
quarters every game. Tonight we 
played two. 

“But we played well enough in 
the first half to win the ball game.” 

Wallace snapped the 
Cornhuskers’ string of quarters with- 
out allowing a touchdown at 10 by 
reversing his field and getting out- 
side on a 17-yard touchdown run 
midway through the third quarter. 
“That was just a breakdown in our 
defense. It’s going to happen,” 
Kelsay said. 

“We haven't got a shutout yet. We 
thought we had a chance tonight.” 

It wasn’t for lack of effort by 
Craver or Groce, while he could play, 
that the defense didn’t post its first 
shutout. The two cornerbacks “have 
been in a lockdown zone,” said Bohl. 

He likes what he has seen from 
them, as well as from the defense 
overall. “We’re playing with a great 
deal of confidence, a great deal of 
moxie,” he said. “I think there’s a 
marked difference between this 
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lowa State quarterback Seneca Wallace 
might have felt like he was all by him- 
self against the Nebraska defense at 
times Saturday. Chris Kelsay (57) tack- 
les Wallace for a loss (above), as a host 
of teammates move in. Husker quarter- 
back Eric Crouch, meanwhile, had plen- 
ty of support from his offensive line, 
including tackle Dave Volk (right), who 
is celebrating a Crouch touchdown. 


year’s defense and last year’s 
defense . . . better pursuit, more 
explosive, bigger hits. 

“T believe we’re much faster on 
defense, and deeper.” 

Nebraska used 90 players, includ- 
ing 49 on defense. 

“T was pleased with the effort 
throughout the game,” Bohl said. 

Even so, the defensive coaches 
couldn’t have been too happy with 
the loss of focus during the second 
half, Craver said. At halftime, he and 
safety Dion Booker “were talking 
about that. You’ve got to learn how 
to control that emotion, not getting 
too complacent with your tech- 
niques.” 

Come Monday, “I’m sure they're 
(coaches) going to give it to us,” said 
Craver. 

But the defense can take construc- 
tive criticism because of its chem- 
istry. That’s why Groce was reluctant 
to leave the sideline for the x-rays, 
even though he was hurting. 

“Tt was tough to leave,” he said. “I 
felt kind of bad.” 

He couldn’t play. But he could “be 
on the sideline, cheering them on.” 


TH” NCHE 


Notes And Quotes From The lewa State Game 


INSEPARABLE 

Nebraska's offensive success was directly related to the play of the defense, 
according to Cornhusker quarterback Eric Crouch. “The defense played a great 
game today,” he said. “If it weren't for them, | think it would have been a lot more 
difficult to keep the momentum on our side. 

“They gave us great field position, and they put us in great position to make 
the plays that we did and to score as often as we did.” Nebraska began three 
series in lowa State territory in the first half. 

“Our defense is so good. They make things easier on us,” said |-back Dahrran 
Diedrick, who was profuse in his praise. “This is one of the best defenses 
Nebraska has ever had. They have proven themselves over and over again, and | 
know they will continue to do that the rest of the season.” 


LAY IT ON THE LINE 

Diedrick rushed for 107 yards and one touchdown on 15 carries. It was his 
third 100-yard rushing performance of the season. He leads Nebraska in rushing 
with 577 yards in five games. 

He went into the game ranked 16th nationally in rushing. 

He was quick to credit the offensive line, which he described as “dominating. 
They did a great job,” he said. “Everyone was able to go in and make plays. Eric 
(Crouch), Thunder (Collins) and myself were all able to do good things because of 
the way the offensive line played.” 

Crouch rushed for 104 yards and four touchdowns on 15 carries. It was his sec- 
ond consecutive 100-yard rushing performance, and his second in a row against 
lowa State. 

The touchdowns increased his career total to a school-record 51. “Some 
games | just see the end zone more than others,” he said. “I'm just glad | got there 
and was able to put some points on the board.” 

The Cornhuskers finished with 476 yards of total offense, 287 of which came 
in the first half. 

“| think the offense was almost unstoppable in the first half,” said Crouch, who 
had 100 yards rushing and all four of his touchdowns by the intermission. “We 
were motivated to work together. 

“| think everyone had the mentality that we were going to go out there, against 
a pretty good defense, and put points on the board. And that’s what we did.” 


NOT SATISFIED 

Nebraska played well in all aspects during the first half. But rush end Chris 
Kelsay was disappointed by the play of the defense in the second half. “This is 
Division | ball, and no matter what the score is at halftime, you have to find a way 
to motivate yourself,” he said. “We didn’t do a very good job of keeping our focus 
in the second half, so that is something we need to work on.” 


BREAKTHROUGH 

Wingback Troy Hassebroek and cornerback Lornell McPherson set up the 
Cornhuskers’ final touchdown in the first half when Hassebroek blocked a punt 
and McPherson advanced the ball to the lowa State 10-yard line. Crouch capped 
the four-play sequence with a 1-yard sneak. 


EARLIER OUT 

Crouch came out of the game late in the third quarter, after taking a good lick 
as he released a pass to tight end Tracey Wistrom, who picked up 20 yards on the 
play. “We actually were thinking about taking him out a series before, but the 
momentum shifted a little bit,” Coach Frank Solich said. 


MAC-PRAISE 
The fourth-ranked Cornhuskers definitely impressed lowa State Coach Dan 
McCarney. “Nebraska is a national championship caliber football team,” he said. 
“They are strong. They are fast. They are well-coached. Eric Crouch is as good 
as there is in college football. He is a legitimate Heisman candidate. He is as good 
as | have ever coached against. As a competitor, as a quarterback, he is as good 
as there is.” 


INJURY UPDATE 

Senior rush end J.P. Wichmann suffered a broken hand, according to Solich. 
“Otherwise, | think we got out of it pretty well,” he said. Cornerback DeJuan 
Groce suffered bruised ribs. Sophomore Willie Amos, the starting free safety, was 
again held out because of a hamstring problem. @ 
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SCOUT 


North 
Conf. All 
Nebraska 2 0 6 
Colorado 2 0 4 
lowa State 1 1 3 
Kansas 1 1 2 
Missouri 1 1 2 
Kansas State 0 2 2 
South 
Conf. All 
Oklahoma 2 0 | 
Texas A&M 2 0 5 
Texas 1 1 4 
Texas Tech 0 2 2 
Baylor 0 2 2 
Oklahoma State 0 2 2 


Oct. 6 results 
Nebraska 48, lowa State 14 
Oklahoma 14, Texas 3 
Colorado 16, Kansas State 6 
Texas A&M 16, Baylor 10 
Kansas 34, Texas Tech 31, 2 ot 
Missouri 38, Oklahoma State 35, 2 ot 

Nonconference opponents 

Notre Dame 24, Pittsburgh 7 
Rice 45, Boise State 14 
Miami, Fla. 38, Troy State 7 
TCU idle 
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WNHNH CO 


Sept. 8 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 


Sept. 8 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 


Baylor (2-2) 
Arkansas State, W 24-3 
New Mexico, W 16-13 
at lowa State, L 41-0 
at Texas A&M, L 16-10 
Nebraska 
at Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 
Texas 
at Missouri 
Oklahoma State 
Southern Illinois 


Texas Tech (2-2) 
New Mexico, W 42-30 
North Texas (Irving), W 42-14 
at Texas, L 42-7 
Kansas, L 34-31, 2 ot 
Kansas State 

at Nebraska 

at Baylor 

Texas A&M 

at Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 

Stephen Austin 


At Baylor 
Oct. 13 


Location: Waco, Texas 
Enrollment: 13,334 

2001 record: 2-2 

Coach: Kevin Steele, 3rd 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 6-1 


By 


1 p.m. 
Floyd Casey Stadium, Waco, Texas 


Bear to Watch 


Senior safety Samir Al-Samin 
is second on the team in total tackles 
with 35 tackles and leads the Bears 
with 24 solo stops. He was second 

on the team in 
tackles as a soph- 
omore with 91 
and fourth last 
season with 68, 
despite missing 
time because of 
an injury suffered 
at Nebraska. 
The Garland, 
Texas, product, is one of 31 Big 12 
Conference players invited to partic- 
ipate in the fourth annual Rotary 
Gridiron Classic Jan. 26 at the 
Orlando Citrus Bowl. 


Quick Facts 


Baylor, which has not won a 
Big 12 road game, had a chance 
against A&M. A desperation toss by 
Greg Cicero from the A&M 40 was 
batted away in the end zone with 2 
seconds left, and another pass into a 
crowded end zone was intercepted 
as time ran out. 

Former Nebraska quarterback 
Tommie Frazier is in his third sea- 
son as Baylor's running backs coach. 

Third-year Baylor head coach 
Kevin Steele spent six seasons 
(1989-94) as linebacker coach at 
Nebraska. In 1995, Steele made the 
jump to the NFL's’ expansion 
Carolina Panthers, before taking the 
Baylor post in December 1998. 


Texas Tech 
Oct. 20 (Homecoming) 


Location: Lubbock, Texas 
Enrollment: 24,185 

2001 record: 2-2 

Coach: Mike Leach, 2nd 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 6-0 


Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


>) 


y THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


“BAYLOR 


HAND ME 
THAT 
HAMMER... 


OCT. 13, 2001 
BEARS ARE GAME, BUT OBVIOUSLY NO MATCH 
FOR THE RELENTLESS HUSKER BARRAGE! 


Bayior Orrense 


WR 82 Robert Quiroga* 

87 John Martin 

71 Jon Erickson* 

74 Quintin Outland 

76 Cedric Fields* 

55 i 

50 

62 

68 Antoine Murty 

64 Brad Schlueter 

52 Greg Jerman*** 

73 «TW. Helmcamp 

89 Andrew Obriotti*** 

83 Anthony Dozier" 

10 Greg Cicero 

12 Josh Zachry* 

48 Jonathan Golden* 

15 Chedrick Ricks* 

31 Melvin Barnett*** 

45 Jonathan Evans 
Andra Fuller*** 
Ray Harrington 
Daniel Andino* 


Brian Hill enough time. This isn’t the 

Editor time for a Bears’ upset, howev- 

Baylor is improving, but er. Nebraska has too much 

lost to lowa State 41-0. offense and a defense that 

Nebraska defeated lowa _ won't allow Steele’s team to 

State 48-14. The Bears are at get started. Nebraska 49, 
home, but that just means Baylor O 

the Huskers won't play 100+ 


PPMAPARPPPPPRAAAAAGAVDONDO 
CSCW 2ODOWShMSEAADAMESEWWEWEDROND 


players and give them a bet- Terry Douglass 
LE 97 AC: Collier Races Ue ter chance to score. Nebraska Grand Island (Neb.) Ind. 
SHES. Ke CeO tae and Frank Solich won’t run it Sports Editor 
bre ge! Revi stventonetal ub oie a7) wile up on ex-husker assistant Last year’s Nebraska-Baylor 
RE ae Raven cere 62 256 So Kevin Steele and the Bears, game was over before half- 
SEB ad Btaphereenciedas | 620 tae, Se but it could still get ugly. time. Bears Coach Kevin Steele 
evin Chai: lahad . 2 5 A 4 " a 
VALE Sy ston Garten® ea. eee. Nebraska 57, Baylor 0 insists that his team is much 
58 Michael Tolbert 6-0 234 Fr. 7 “ 
WLB56 Greg Wade BS ‘Zahm «Ur improved this season. Does 
Jack Wallac: 6-4 222 Fr. - " 
LOB 28 Randy Devisr* 510 163° Jr Mike Babcock that mean this one be in doubt 
18 Marc =) i 6-1 184 Fr. - - - e 
SS 33 Derick Cash® 511 212 So Contributing Editor for 45 or even 60 minutes? 
35 Kyle S dt* 63 215 s . . . 1 > 
FS 16 SkmicAKAmiit** 64 209. St Kevin Steele will get the job Don’t bet on it. Nebraska 56, 
anielle McLean* - 0 So. . . 
RCB 24 BobbyHart® 11186 ‘So done at Baylor if he’s given Baylor 7 
23 Matt Johnson* 5-10 180 So 
P 13 Adam Stiles* 6-5 240 Sr. 
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Nebraska vs. louwva State 
Oct. 6, 2001 °¢ Memorial Stadium ¢ Lincoln, Neb. 


Score By Quarters 


lowa State 0 
Nebraska 


ISU 
20 


Team Stats 


First Downs 
Rushing 10 18 
Passing 8 5 
Penalty 2 2 
Rushing Attempts 38 54 
Yards Gained Rushing 179 371 
Yards Lost Rushing 57 12 
Net Yards Rushing 122 359 
Net Yards Passing 214 117 
Passes Attempted 29 16 
Passes Completed 13 11 
Had Intercepted 2 1 
Total Plays 67 70 
Total Net Yards 336 476 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5.0 6.8 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 6-55 3-40 
Punts-Yards 6-192 2-78 
Avg. Per Punt 32.0 39.0 
Punt Returns-Yards 2-5 5-65 
Interceptions-Yards 1-14 2-66 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 3-37 0-0 
Possession Time 30:29 29:31 


Individual Leaders 


IOWA STATE 


RUSHING 
Name Att. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Haywood, E. 20 61 3.0 20 0 
Wallace, S. 14 45 3.2 29 1 
PASSING 
Name C-A-I Pct. Yds. TD 
Wallace,S. —13-29-2 44.8 214 1 
RECEIVING 
Name No. Yds. yPpc LNG TD 
Danielsen, L. 5 82 16.4 43 0 
Campbell, C. 2 51 25.5 37. — 0 
Montgomery, J. 2 39 19.5 30 0 
Young, L. 2 27 13.5 14 1 
Banks, M. 1 16 16.0 16 0 
PUNTING 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Yelk, T. 5 192 38.4 47 
Team 1 0 0.0 0 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. YPR LNG TD 
Wagner, M. 2 a 2.5 a 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Rutland, H. 1 20 20.0 20 «#0 
Billups, J. 2 17 85 16 O 
DEFENSE 
Name UT FL Int. Sacks 
Word, M. 2 th e 0 0 (1) 
Forrest, A & 3 9 tt) 0 0 
Eilers, J. Bi. 33s B 1-6 0 0) 
Runk, A. « 3 PF 0) 0 tt) 
Timmons, M. 3 3 6 (1) 0 i) 
Carstens, J. 4 ne 5 0 0 0 
Hobbs, E. se ey (1) 0 0) 
Phillips, D. 2 3: ‘6 i) 0 (0) 
Austin, A. 2) a he ti) 0 0 
Smith, J. a) of 8 0 0 1) 
Judd, W. 1 2 3 0 0 tt) 
Jarrett, P. 1 2 3 1-6 0 tt) 
RUSHING 
Name Att. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Diedrick, D. 15 107 7.1 18 1 
Crouch, E. 15 104 6.9 25 4 
Collins, T. 4 62 15.5 45 0 
Grixby, D. 5 26 5.2 7 0 
Lord, J. 8 24 3.0 11 0 
Davis, J. 1 12 12.0 12. «20 
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NU — Keyuo Craver 57-yard inter- 
ception return (Josh Brown kick) 

NU — Dahrran Diedrick 2-yard run 
(Brown kick) 

NU — Eric Crouch 1-yard run 
(Brown kick failed) 

NU — Eric Crouch 4-yard run 
(Brown kick) 

NU — Eric Crouch 26-yard run 
(Brown kick) 

NU — Crouch 1-yard run (Brown 
kick) 

ISU — Seneca Wallace 17-yard 
run (Tony Yelk kick) 

ISU — Lance Young 13-yard pass 
from Wallace (Yelk kick) 

NU — Robin Miller 1-yard run 
(Sandro DeAngelis kick) 

Att. — 78,002 

Temp. — 63 

Weather — Fair. 


Miller, R. 2 1 5.5 10 1 
Davies, J. 3 10 3.3 6 Oo 
Kriewald, S. 1 3 3.0 3 0 
PASSING 
Name C-A-l Pet. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E. 10-14-0 71.4 110 0 
Lord, J. 1-2-1 50.0 7 0 
RECEIVING 
Name No, Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Collins, T. 5 33 6.6 11 0 
Gibson, J. 3 35 11.7 25 0 
Thomas, W. 2 29 14.5 22 0 
Wistrom, T. 1 20 20.0 20 0 
PUNTING 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Larson, K. 2 78 39.0 41 


PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Groce, D. 2 38 19.0 34 i) 
Craver, K. 2 13 6.5 7 0 
Hassebroek, T. 1 0 
McPherson, L. 0 0 


Name UT AT TT Int. Sacks 
Craver, K. 
Booker, D. 
Vedral, M. 
Bland, P. 
Ruud, B. 
Smith, J. 
Kelsay, C. 
Ricketts, P. 
Shanle, S. 
Bingham, R. 
Burrow, J. 
Kabongo, P. 
Slechta, J. 
Hollowell, T.J. 
Clanton, J. 
Thomas, B. 
McPherson, L. 
Huston, K. 
Terpening, A. 
Brown, M. 
Kriewald, S. 
Hemje, J. 
Adams, D. 
Johnson, T. 
Wichmann, J.P. 
Buller, C. 
Nelson, C. 
Swiney, E. 
Pippens, J. 
Demerath, T. 
Groce, D. 
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Chris Kelsay (57) congratulates Keyuo 
and 


Craver (3) after Craver’s interception 
57-yard return for a touchdown. 


] 
Ut 


Name G Att. Yds. YPG 7D 
Diedrick, D. 5 109 577 115.4 8 
Crouch, E. 6 97 540 90.0 10 
Collins, T. 6 48 274 45.7 4 
Grixby, D. 3 19 71 23.7 0 
Davies, J. 6 20 62 10,3 1 
Kriewald, S. 6 9 55 9.2 0 
Lord, J. 4 19 39 9.7 1 
Davis, J. 6 36 6.0 0 
Stuntz, M. 6 1 15 2.5 0 
Miller, R. 3 3 15 5.0 1 
Name G C-A-1 Pet. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E. 6 51-81-3 63.0 743 4 
Lord, J. 4 5-8-1 62.5 65 0 
Name G No, Yds. YPC YPG TD 
Thomas, W. 6 17 300 17.6 50,0 1 
Wistrom, T. 6 17 258 15.2 43.0 2 
Gibson, J. 6 11 179 163 29.8 1 
Collins, T. 6 ph NV MR} 8.7 i) 
Davies, J. 6 Le 51 41.0 1.8 0 
Klem, J. 6 1 5 910 1.5 0 
Golliday, A. 6 1 4 40 0.7 Ui) 
Name G Att. Good Lon. 
DeAngelis, S. 6 3 2 
Brown, J. 5 2 1 38 
Name pu Yds. Avg. LNG 

Larson, K. 25 1,113 44.5 60 

Name G UT FL Int. S/Yds. 
Burrow, J. 69) 28 y 7-14 1.5-9 
Craver, K. 6 23 12:35 2-3 1-57 0 
Ruud, B. 6 7 23 30 47 0 5-3 
Shanle, S. 6 12 16 28 4-11 0 1-4 
Vedral, M. 6 12 16 28 4-10 1-0 ofl 
Booker, D. 6) 5 a 227, 1-1 0 tt) 
Bland, P. 6 6 13 19 1-2 0 0 
Smith, J. 6 5 13 18 6-22 2-15 
Groce, D. 613 4 17 0 2-49 ti) 
Kelsay, C. Ges OSs, 8-22 0 2-11 
Hollowell, T.J. 5 6 10 16 2-13 0 1-12 
Slechta, J. 6 3 13 16 2-2 0 0 
Ricketts, P. 6-70 ‘5 16 0 0 0 
Adams, D. 618 sis 2-15 0 2-15 
McPherson, L. Ge SIS Iz 3-11 0 1-8 
Clanton, J. 6-3 1912 «2-18 0) 1-15 
Nelson, C. 6.5) (6 Fit 5-17 Li) 1-9 
Pippens, J. 6 5 4 9 0 0 0 
Wichmann, J.P. Gi22, Fyuea 3-9 Uy) 5-4 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 2,542 1,419 
Plays 430 388, 
Average Per Play 5.9 3.7 
Average Per Game 423.7 236.5 
Net Rushing Yards 1,734 459 
Attempts 341 201 
TDs Rushing 25 3 
Net Passing Yards 808 960 
Completions 56 79 
Average Per Pass 9.1 5.1 
Average Per Catch 14.4 12.2 
Average Per Game 134.7 160.0 
TDs Passing 4 3 
Sacks By-Yards 19-162 6-46 
Fumbles-Lost 14-6 11-4 
Penalties-Yards 35-346 44-327 
Scoring ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT 

NU 85 65 144 28 QO 222 
Opponents 17 10 14 10 0 51 
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. 7 All Nebraska soccer home*games at 
For tickets Call Abbott Sports Complex, located 1 1/2 miles 


north of Gornhusker Hwy.:on 70th St, 
1-800-8BIGRED ~ » All times are central and subject td change. 
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No Sooner Magic 
This Time Around 


Kickoff return hit 
characterized 
aggressiveness 
that produced 
rare Husker win 


By Mike Babcock 


very defender dreams of 

making such a tackle. “It 

was pretty much a perfect 

hit,” Barrett Ruud _ said 

recently. “It kind of gives 
you goose bumps every time you see 
it.” 

Nebraska’s true freshman middle 
linebacker often watches the play on 
videotape “when I’m bored, trying to 
think of something to do. It’s a good 
one to get you pumped up,” he said. 

“The guy never saw him coming, 
and he just unloaded.” 

The “he” to whom Ruud referred 
was his uncle, John Ruud, a 
Cornhusker linebacker in the late 
1970s. And the guy on whom he 
unloaded was Oklahoma’s Kelly 
Phelps. 

The play in question was a kickoff 
return in the fourth quarter of 
Nebraska’s 17-14 victory against the 
Sooners in 1978. Even fans too young 
to remember are familiar with it. “All 
my friends know,” said Barrett Ruud. 
“They all know my uncle from that 
hit. People still talk to me about it.” 

Although it didn’t directly affect 
the game’s outcome, John Ruud’s hit 
has come to characterize the aggres- 
siveness that produced Tom 
Osborne’s first coaching victory 


Defensive back Jim Pillen celebrates 
after recovering a Billy Sims fumble 
that preserved the Huskers’ 17-14 victo- 
ry in 1978. 


stop the Sooner possessions that fol- 
lowed Todd's field goal. 

Both of those fumbles were by 
Billy Sims, a junior halfback in the 
Oklahoma wishbone who would lead 
the nation in rushing that season with 
1,762 yards and win the Heisman 
Trophy. 

The first of the two came at the 
Nebraska 22-yard line with 8:10 
remaining. The second came at the 
Cornhusker 3-yard line with 3:27 
remaining, following a 17-yard run. 
Safety Jeff Hansen and cornerback 
Andy Means tackled Sims, and mon- 
ster Jim Pillen came up with the ball. 

The Sooners wouldn’t get the ball 
back. “When I saw 1:16 left on the 


Great Games 
at Memorial Stadium 


Nebraska continues to 
enjoy amazing success in 
the friendly confines of 
Memorial Stadium. 
Entering the 2001 season, 
the Huskers are 81-3 at 
home the last 13 years and 
carry a streak of 239 con- 
secutive sellouts. Since it 
opened in 1923, Memorial 
Stadium has been the site 
of many great games. In 
each issue during the 2001 
season, Huskers Illustrated 
will feature one of those 
games. 


against Oklahoma. 

Ruud separated Phelps from the 
ball — and as it turned out Phelps’ 
shoulder — on the kickoff following 
what proved to be Billy Todd’s game- 
winning, 24-yard field goal with 11:51 
remaining. 

Nebraska recovered the loose ball 
inside the Oklahoma 15-yard line, but 
the officials ruled no fumble, “as bad 
of a call as you'll ever see,” ABC tele- 
vision analyst Frank Broyles said. 

Broyles, the former head coach at 
Arkansas, expressed what everyone 
packed into Memorial Stadium on 
that cold November afternoon had to 
have been thinking. “Keith,” he said, 
addressing his broadcast partner 
Keith Jackson, “I have not seen that 
violent a collision in a long time.” 

There were many violent colli- 
sions, initiated by both teams, that 
day. But the Cornhuskers might have 
hit the hardest, forcing nine 
Oklahoma fumbles — six of which 
they recovered. 

They recovered the final two to 


clock and no more timeouts for 
Oklahoma, I could start to feel that 
sand sifting through my toes,” Pillen 
said afterward. 

With the victory, Nebraska earned 
its first Orange Bowl bid under 
Osborne. 

After Missouri upset the 
Cornhuskers a week later, however, 
the Orange Bowl Committee added 
insult to injury by announcing that it 
would invite Oklahoma to Miami for 
a rematch. 

The Sooners had rolled into 
Lincoln undefeated and ranked No. 1, 
while Nebraska had regrouped from 
a 20-3 loss at Alabama to win eight in 
a row and move up to No. 4 in the 


American Family’s Auto & 
Home Premium Advantage 
could save you money — up to 
20% on your auto insurance. 
When you insure both your 
vehicle and house, apartment, 
mobile home or condo, it’s like 
putting money in the bank. 
Call your agent today. 


ed 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE a 


All Your Protection Under One Roof 


www.amiam.com 


©1999 American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Office-Madison, Wisconsin 53783-0001 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 27 


rankings. 

The loss “clearly cost us the nation- 
al championship for that season,” 
Sooner Coach Barry Switzer wrote in 
his autobiography Bootlegger’s Boy. 
“1 know I have said the 1974 team was 
the best I ever had at Oklahoma, but 
on further reflection, the 1978 bunch 
might have been the best. 

“That (last) fumble, without ques- 
tion, cost us the 1978 national cham- 
pionship.” 

Switzer was Osborne’s nemesis. 
The two had become head coaches in 
1973, and Switzer’s teams had won 
the five previous meetings between 
the teams, including 38-7 at Norman 
in 1977. 

The mounting frustration of those 
losses diminished Osborne’s success 
and led to his seriously considering 
the head coach’s job at Colorado in 
early December of 1978. 

Prior to the upset of the Sooners, 
he was quoted: “The obsession with 
Oklahoma is getting to me. It’s get- 
ting pretty hard around here for fans 
to appreciate a good year without 
beating Oklahoma.” 

Osborne said he hoped his team 
would finally beat the Sooners. But, 


a 


he added, “if we don’t beat them, we 
go across the field, shake their hands 
and hope we don’t get lynched come 
Monday.” 

Even though Nebraska hadn’t 
beaten Oklahoma since Thanksgiving 
Day of 1971, in the “Game of the 
Century,” there was optimism on 
campus. A Friday night pep rally on 
the south side of the Student Union 
drew a raucous crowd to hear 
Osborne and captains Tom Sorley and 
George Andrews speak. 

“I appreciate their support, but it 
can be frightening,” Osborne was 
quoted by Sports Illustrated’s Doug 
Looney, one of several national media 
representatives in town for the game. 

That sentiment applied to the post- 
game celebration as well. Fans 
streamed onto the field and made 
short work of the goal posts, pulling 
them down for the first time since 
1959. “We ought to be able to afford 
new goal posts once every 20 years,” 
Athletic Director Bob Devaney said. 

The day before, the Board of 
Regents voted to re-name_ the 
Nebraska Sports Complex in 
Devaney’s honor. Despite resistance 
from the legislature because of a state 


law prohibiting the naming of public 
buildings after incumbent employees, 
the complex became the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center. 

Oklahoma, which was averaging a 
nation-leading 414.7 rushing yards 
per game, struck quickly. Sims ran 44 
yards for a touchdown less than 
seven minutes into the first quarter 
for a 7-0 lead the Sooners held until a 
Rick Berns touchdown with 10:05 
remaining in the first half. 

Nebraska took a 14-7 lead in the 
third quarter on an Isaiah Hipp 
touchdown, but Sims ran 30 yards to 
tie the score less than 2 minutes later, 
and set the stage for the dramatic 
fourth quarter — the Cornhuskers 
hadn’t scored a _ point against 
Oklahoma in the fourth quarter since 
1971. 

John Ruud’s hit was part of that 
drama. “I don’t think he even saw me 
because | was behind a _ blocker,” 
Ruud said several years later. “I just 
stepped out and hit him.” 

Occasionally, the play is shown on 
the HuskerVision screens at 
Memorial Stadium. 

“The whole crowd just goes, 
‘Ooooh,’ ” said Barrett Ruud. @ 
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All-American 
Pilakowski 
strives for 
perfection 


By Todd Henrichs 


oach John Cook relaxes 
just a bit knowing he’s 
filled the Nebraska vol- 
leyball roster with a 
bunch of perfectionists. 

With such an all-business group, 
winning a match simply isn’t enough 
these days. It’s more important to 
have played and practiced well that 
week. 

And as far as winning last year’s 
national championship, well that’s 
great. Except to be perfect, you've got 
to do it again this year. And the next. 

With that to deal with, there’s no 
lack of hunger among the Huskers. 

“One of the keys or clues I looked 
for was what this team was going to 
do in the offseason,” Cook said. 
“How were they going to approach 
it? 

“They were all here all summer, 
and they all worked extremely hard. 
It was a great indication of mentally 
where these ladies were.” 

Ignoring his own knack for 
demanding excellence, Cook points 
to Laura Pilakowski as the perfect 
example of a perfectionist. The junior 
All-American from Columbus cer- 
tainly demands the most of herself in 
everything she does. 

In training, Pilakowski was the 
university’s Husker Power award 
winner last year. She began this sea- 
son by breaking NU’s all-time all- 
sport record for female athletes with a 
28-inch vertical leap in preseason 
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After playing in just nine matches as a freshman, outside hitter Laura Pilakowski 


emerged as the Huskers’ go-to offensive threat last season. 


testing. 

The athletic 6-foot-1 outside hitter 
also led her team in the 40-yard dash 
and the pro-agility run. As a group, 


the Huskers improved their perform- 
ance index scores by an average of 80 
points and raised the bar in the verti- 
cal jump by an average of one inch. 


Pilakowski, too, aims high in the 
classroom. She began this year with a 
3.927 grade-point average, while 
majoring in advertising. In high 
school, she was a perfect 4.0 student. 

Perfection on the volleyball court 
is more difficult but something 
Pilakowski strives for nonetheless. 

“You're not always going to be 
perfect, but the more you strive for it 
the better you'll be,” she said. “When 
we go out there, we want to be per- 
fect.” 

Such expectations do come with a 
price, Pilakowski admits. Put extra 
pressure on yourself, and the tenden- 
cy is to make more mistakes. 

Nowhere is that more obvious 
than the serving line and more evi- 
dent given the new rally scoring for- 
mat in play this season. A missed 
serve scores a point just the same as a 
hard-earned kill or block. 

Considered one of her team’s best 
servers, Pilakowski missed seven 
serves in Nebraska’s first two match- 
es of the season. 

“I put more pressure on myself, 
saying ‘OK, you've got to get it in,’” 
Pilakowski said. “That’s not what 


you should be thinking. That’s when 
you miss a lot more.” 

The remedy was simple for 
Pilakowski. She went back to work. 

Many days after practice, you 
could find her serving ball after ball 
in a near-empty Coliseum. It’s a 
work ethic Cook and her teammates 
have come to expect. 

Opponents, too, have grown to 
expect a lot from Pilakowski. Unlike 
a year ago when she blossomed from 
an under-utilized freshman into 
Nebraska’s most dangerous offen- 
sive weapon, Pilakowski is getting 
more attention in her junior year. 

Her numbers are down, most 
notably a dip in hitting percentage 
from .336 to .248 through Nebraska’s 
first 11 matches. You can attribute 
part of that to the Huskers’ challeng- 
ing schedule that included eight 
straight opponents that made last 
year’s NCAA Tournament. 

Long Beach State knocked off the 
Huskers in September, ending 
Nebraska’s winning streak at 36 
matches. The Division I record for 
consecutive wins is 44. 

It was perhaps the one area where 
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A Winning Tr 
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Nebraska wasn’t striving for perfec- 
tion. 

“Tf we were worried about the con- 
secutive-win record, we wouldn’t 
have scheduled these matches,” Cook 
said. “We need to go through tough 
matches so this team develops.” 

It seems to have worked, with 
Pilakowski among those seeing the 
greatest gains. In the Huskers’ first 
five matches, she averaged 2.43 kills 
and per game on a .124 hitting per- 
centage. In Nebraska’s next six 
matches, Pilakowski averaged 3.44 
kills per game on .326 hitting. Her 
numbers of digs have also improved 
as she’s shouldered more of the pass- 
ing load for NU. 

The to-do list, however, seemingly 
stretches forever. Passing. Hitting. 
Blocking. Serving. Where does it end? 

Not after the match, said Cook. 
The head perfectionist has gone so far 
as to ask the Huskers why they don’t 
celebrate as much after wins. 

“When you're expected to win, it’s 
harder,” Pilakowski said. “We need to 
get more excited about it.” 

In the quest for perfection, the 
work never ends. @ 
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Nebraska 
battles top 
SEC, ACC 
programs 
for talent 
By Doug Horwich 


ebraska has_ experi- 
enced renewed suc- 
cess in recruiting the 
Southeast region over 
the past few years, and 
has been able to win recruiting battles 
against top Southeastern Conference 
and Atlantic Coast Conference pro- 
grams for a number of heavily 
recruited athletes. 

Prospects who grow up in this 
region usually dream of playing in 
one of those two conferences and 
generally don’t follow the Big 12 
closely, as it has limited television 
exposure in the region. However, 
there are exceptions, and the Husker 
staff has struck gold in the Southeast 
in recent years. 


_Nebraska Commitments f for 2002 


‘Hometown (school) 
“Newton (Newton-Conover), N.C, 6-2 


Matt Herian 
Mark LeFlore 
Kurt Mann Gra ad Island, Neb. 
Jay Moore” Elkhorn, Neb. a 
i ' Dane Ah 


Pierce, Neb. 
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Omaha (Central), Neb. 


“* 


Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. by 


Nebraska has a 
commitment 
from one of 
North Carolina’s 
top prospects in 
quarterback 
Curt Dukes of 
Newton- 
Conover High 
School. 


The state of Tennessee yielded the 
outstanding duo of Daniel and Josh 
Bullocks last year, and the Huskers 
are again targeting a handful of top 
prospects in the state. 

At the top of everyone’s list is per- 
haps the nation’s top high school 
running back — Gerald Riggs Jr. (6- 
foot, 220 pounds, 4.5) from 
Chattanooga Red Bank High School. 
Riggs will be hard to pry away from 
the home-state Volunteers or LSU, 
but Nebraska is in his top four and 
should get a visit. 

Despite having more than 40 
scholarship offers at this point, Riggs 
has narrowed down his choices con- 
siderably. 

“T've pretty much told most of the 
other schools outside of my top four 
that I am not interested,” he said. “I 
have things pretty much narrowed it 
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NU Successful 
in Southeast 


down to four schools. There is a pos- 
sibility that somebody else could 
come into the picture, but right now, 
I'm down to a group of four.” 

Riggs has only scheduled one visit 
to date but plans to visit Lincoln 
sometime after his senior season. 

“He will be visiting LSU on Oct. 
5,” Riggs’ father said. “He may not 
take the rest of his visits until after the 
season. He feels that if he takes them 
after the season, it will give him a 
chance to spend more time with the 
coaches. 

“Michigan, Nebraska, LSU and 
Tennessee are his top four, and he will 
visit all of those schools for certain.” 

In six games this season, Riggs has 
already rushed for more than 1,000 
yards, and every college coach in the 
country is recruiting him. However, 
he may ultimately end up having to 
go to junior college, as he will have to 
work hard to qualify academically. 

Nebraska already has landed one 
of North Carolina’s top prospects in 
Newton-Conover High School's Curt 
Dukes. But Husker coaches are also 
heavily recruiting one of the nation’s 
top defensive tackle prospects in 
Brandon Greeson (6-5 1/2, 315, 5.1) 
from Central High School in High 
Point, N.C. The Huskers were the 
first team to offer Greeson, but 
Virginia Tech and North Carolina 
have followed suit, and others are 
likely to extend offers in the near 
future. 

“T have a visit with Virginia Tech 
scheduled for Dec. 1, a visit to 
Michigan scheduled for Dec. 7 and 
one to Nebraska set for Dec. 14,” 
Greeson said. “I was supposed to go 
to Nebraska on Sept. 15, but that visit 


was rescheduled due to the tragedy 
in New York. I don’t know where my 
last two visits will go.” 

Greeson is leaning toward playing 
his college football out of state and 
likes the Huskers right now slightly 
over Virginia Tech, Michigan, Florida 
and North Carolina. 

“T would say Nebraska has a little 
bit of an edge right now,” he said. 
“Coach (Nelson) Barnes is recruiting 
me from Nebraska. He’s a really cool 
guy, and I get along with him well.” 

Although it’s possible that he 
could make an early decision, 
Greeson seems determined to take 
his time and may not make a decision 
until December or January. 

“I’m going to wait until I take all 
of my visits before I make a deci- 
sion,” he said. 

Husker coaches are also looking at 
Jemayel Phillips (6-6, 330, 5.12), a 
massive offensive tackle from 
Winnfield High School in Winnfield, 
La. Phillips attended Nebraska’s 
football camp last summer with his 
teammates and is looking at the 
Huskers along with a number of 
other teams. 

Phillips said he enjoyed his time in 
Lincoln but found the weather to be a 
bit different from what he was used 
to. 

“Everything was great up there 
except for the fact that it got a little 
cool when I was there,” he said. “It 
was a good learning experience. The 
Nebraska coaches told me that they 
would like to have me come and play 
there, but they haven’t offered yet.” 

Despite not yet extending an offer, 
Husker coaches are evaluating film 
from Phillips’ senior season and 
could offer in the near future. He cur- 
rently has written offers from 
Michigan, LSU, and Miami, among 
others. 

Phillips said that he will take all 
five of his visits after the season 
before making a final decision. 

“I’ve seen LSU quite a few times,” 
he said, “so Id say at this point that I 
will likely visit Michigan, Nebraska, 
and Miami. I’m not sure on the other 
two yet.” 

As far as a favorite is concerned, 
Phillips admitted that the Wolverines 
might hold a slight edge. 

“If I had to decide right now, I’d 
probably pick Michigan,” he said. 
“Anthony Thomas has already laid 
the foundation there, and | could 
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NU Looks West 
for D-Line Help 


By Rick Shaw 


ne of the trademarks of the Nebraska national championship 
teams of the 1990s was the Cornhuskers’ dominant defensive 
line play. 
Players like Grant Wistrom, Christian Peter, Jason Peter, and 
Jared Tomich were able to control the defensive interior, while applying 
intense pressure on the opposing quarterback. 

Nebraska is searching the country for difference-makers at the defen- 
sive tackle and rush end positions. A good portion of their effort is focused 
on some outstanding prospects in the western United States. 

— Jake Kuresa (6-foot-4, 310 pounds), out of Mountain Crest High 
School in Hyrum, Utah, is one of the most athletic defensive tackle 
prospects in the country. Kuresa racked up 88 tackles, 7 sacks, and 1 inter- 
ception for a touchdown as a junior in 2000. 

On offense, he led his team in pass receptions as a starting fullback. 
Cornhusker coaches are hoping that Kuresa will bring his 4.9-second 40 
time and 360-pound bench press to Lincoln in 2002. 

“T've been offered by the whole Pac-10, except Stanford and 
Washington State,” Kuresa said. “I also have offers from Nebraska, Penn 
State, BYU, Georgia Tech and others. USC may have a slight lead right 
now, but I also intend to visit BYU, Washington, Nebraska, and Michigan. 
I want to play somewhere that competes for championships and has a 
good program.” 

— Adam Carriker (6-6, 235) is a defensive end prospect from 
Kennewick, Wash., who the Huskers are keeping in their sights. Carriker 
has been the starting quarterback for Kennewick High School since his 
sophomore season. Despite never playing a down of football on the defen- 
sive side of the ball, Carriker received scholarship offers to play defensive 
end from Oregon, Idaho and Oregon State at their summer camps in July. 

Carriker was born in Hastings, Neb., and claims to be a lifelong fan of 
the Husker program. He said that an offer from the Big Red might be too 
good to pass up. 

“Nebraska likes my athleticism,” Carriker said. “They said they are 
going to watch my first couple of games on film before deciding on an 
offer. My sister competes in track at Nebraska Wesleyan in Lincoln, and I 
have lots of family still in Nebraska. My favorite team growing up was 
always Nebraska, but because of the distance from Washington, I am not 
yet sure what I would do if they were to offer.” 

— Donny Mateaki (6-6, 260) is one the most highly recruited players in 
Hawaii for the class of 2002. The defensive end prospect, who claims a 4.7- 
second 40-yard dash time and a 405-pound bench press, already has offers 
from some of the countries best college football programs. 

“T have offers from Hawaii, USC, California, Utah, Colorado, Oregon, 
Washington, and Arizona,” Mateaki said. “Nebraska would be my top 
school if they offered me. Nebraska and California are probably sending 
me the most letters right now.” 

— Nebraska is on the short list of many of the other top defensive line 
prospects in the West. Defensive tackles Haloti Ngata (6-5, 300) of Salt Lake 
City and Fred Matua (6-3, 290) of Wilmington, Calif., list Nebraska as one 
of their early favorites. Defensive ends Jonathan Mapu (6-3, 265 of 
Kahuku, Hawaii, and Brandon Ala (6-3, 215) of Honolulu also like the Big 
Red. @ 
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BALLOUBE, INC. 
NO MATTER WHAT YOUR SPORT IS, 


WEVE GOT YOU COVERED 


1 Holder 
2-5 Holders 


$27.50 
$23.72 EA. 
$21.35 EA. 


1 Case (6 Holders) 


includes standard shipping 


BallQube®, Inc. has been the leader 
in custom manufacturing holders 
for Sports Collectibles since 1987. 
All our products are designed and manufactured in the USA 
Football Holders ¢ Helmet Holders 
Mini-Helmet Holders * Basketball Holders 
Cereal Box Holders * Baseball Holders 
Bat Holders ¢ Hat Holders ¢ Softball Holders 
Hockey Puck Holders * Hockey Stick Holders 
Jersey Holders * Soccer Ball Holders 
Trading Card Holders * Racecar Holders 
Golf Ball Holders 
Also available in decorative wood bases 
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SHOP ON-LINE 24 HOURS A DAY: 


www.ballqube.com 
The Clear USA Winner 


1-800-543-1470 
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OR FAX ANYTIME 903-863-5571 
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continue it.” 

Husker coaches are also pursuing 
offensive lineman Rob Smith (6-4, 
295, 5.0) from Fort Thomas 
Highlands High School in Fort 
Thomas, Ky. Smith has written offers 


from Penn _ State, Nebraska, 
Tennessee, Clemson, Florida, 
Kentucky, Alabama, Louisville, 


Northwestern, Indiana, Cincinnati 
and Auburn. 

Despite stating that he would like 
to play in a pass-oriented offense, 
Smith has the Huskers on his list of 
favorites, along with Florida, 
Tennessee, Clemson, Kentucky and 
Penn State. Smith visited Lincoln 
during the weekend of the Notre 
Dame game, and though he loved his 
visit, he will likely take all five of his 
official visits and make a decision 
after his high school season is over. 

One prospect whom the Huskers 
were recruiting heavily during the 
summer is Selma High School’s Ben 
Obomanu (6-2 1/2, 185, 4.45), a top 
wide receiver prospect from Selma, 
Ala. 

Nebraska has rarely had success in 
recruiting the state of Alabama, and 
despite having an early lead for 
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Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C, Pearle had a 
vision. So he started an optical company with 
one goal...to help people see better. What grew 
from that simple dedication is 

a chain of the finest eyecare 

stores available throughout 

America. 

In that time, we've made 

enormous investments to keep 

up with the rapid change in 

eyewear technology. From the 

latest in frames, lenses and 

coatings to the newest techniques for measuring 
eyes, our professionals update you on the most 


current eyecare information and products knowl- 


Obomanu, who attended Husker 
football camp in June, Nebraska 
seems to have fallen down his top- 
five list, in favor of SEC programs like 
Florida, Alabama, Auburn and LSU. 

Obomanu, the No. 4-rated wide 
receiver prospect in the country by 
Rivals100.com, said that he is now 
leaning slightly toward staying close 
to home. 

“Schools like Nebraska are falling 
off a bit,” Obomanu said. “If 1 was to 
go to Lincoln for school, | don’t know 
how often I’d get to go home and see 
my family. | also want to play in an 
established passing game.” 

Despite the fact that the odds are 
now heavily against the Huskers 
signing a player who once appeared 
to be among their top targets, an offi- 
cial visit could put them back in the 
hunt, and Obomanu has not ruled out 
taking an official visit to Lincoln. He 
currently has official visits scheduled 
with Alabama (Dec. 7) and Auburn 
(Jan. 12) and is looking to set up two 
or three more. 

“1 know for a fact that | will visit 
LSU and Florida, too,” Obomanu 
said. “If | make it to a fifth visit, it 
would probably go to Nebraska.” 
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edge available. At Pearle we've made sure 
you'll find professionals to assist you whose 
utmost concern is your satisfaction, guaranteed, 
All the way from the exams 
you receive to the lenses you 
need to the frames you select, 
In fact, we have put systems 
in place to ensure that our 
customers receive superior 
eyecare every day, and 
every time. 
Come into Pearle and see for 
yourself if this isn't the best eyecare you've ever 
received, It took 35 years, but we think you'll 


agree it was worth it. 


PEARLEVISION 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308 +°382*9205 


1132 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402°476*7583 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402°489*9776 


Penile, Peale Vision Canter, Peote Vision Expross, Poatle EyeTech Express and Eyn Buys are registered tradamorks of Poarla Vision, Inc. © 1996 Poarte Vision, Ine 
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8' x 8' One Piece Tailgate Canopy 
Nebraska Licensed Sport Canopy 


This water-resistant, 
flame-retardant canopy 
goes up in 40 seconds. 
$1 99 s) 5 It's great for tailgating, 
- sporting events and back- 
Add $25 for shipping & Handling 
Reg. $249.99 


yard outings. This 8' x 8' 
one piece frame includes 
a canopy top, set of 4 
metal spike stakes, set-up 
instructions, care & use 
guideline and a carry 


bag. All Licensed Sport 


To O rde r, cal I Canopies are imprinted in 


1-800-524-9527 oom 


the roof and valance. 
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Carry 
Bag 


Optional Accessories 
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CROSSWORD(- 


ACROSS 
NU running back coach 
NU's No. 5 (defense) 
Green Bay running back and ex- 
Husker 
Leader in pancake blocks 
NU's rating entering lowa State 


game 
15 NU's No. 5 (offense) 
18 Detroit fullback and ex-Husker 


NU's punter 

Baylor location 

Texas Tech head coach 

1983 Outland Trophy winner 
Nov. 23 opponent 

NU's No. 25 

Homecoming opponent 


DOWN 
Nickname before Cornhuskers 
Baylor nickname 
1982 Outland Trophy winner 


1995 national champion 
Leading rusher vs. Missouri 
NU rover out for season 

NU's No. 4 (offense) 

St. Louis defensive end and ex- 
Husker 

Baylor head coach 
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Big 12 championship game loca- 
tion 

Leading tackler vs. Missouri 
Arizona fullback and ex-Husker 
Leading receiver vs. Missouri 
2002 non-conference road opp- 
onent 
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NU linebacker coach 
NU receiver coach 
NU's backup center 


Answers in Oct. 20 issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


YOU KNEW YOUR BRIDE WAS AN OKAY GAL WHEN 
SHE LET YOU PICK OUT THE TUXEDOS FOR YOUR 
WEDDING. 
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IDEAS? 
DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 

IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE YOU 
CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN AUTO- 
GRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT OF YOUR 
HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CARTOONS, 
3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, LINCOLN, NE 
68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 
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SITE NEWS 


The website is now pat of ALLIANCESPORTS Premiurn Service, 
which means that there is a monthly charge for exclusive Husker information found here. Reras with 
aticket in front of them are part of the premium package. Other content retnains free. [ J 


Nebraska senior quarterback Eric Crouch continues to downplay the 
Heisman Tropty — or any other post-season awards for that roatter — in 
favor of an improving offense and victories. (mom) 
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He Wanted 
To Show Them 


Middle linebacker Burrow ‘too hyped’ 
for game against team from his hometown 


EVEN THOUGH JAMIE BURROW had 
started five games at middle linebacker, 
and even though he was the leading tack- 
ler on Nebraska's defense, he couldn't 
seem to calm down. 

“Twas too excited leading up to the 


u" 


game,” he said following the fourth- 
Mike ranked Cornhuskers’ 48-14 victory against 
BABCOCK  P'eVieusly unbeaten lowa State. “T was too 


" 


hyped for the game. 

Burrow was so emotionally charged to 

play the Cyclones he set unrealistic goals for himself. “I had 

big plans,” he said, “to get three sacks and take a pick to the 
‘house." " 

“Take a pick to the ‘house’ ” means return an intercep- 
tion for a touchdown. 

Teammate Keyuo Craver did that, on the 
fifth play of the game. 

Burrow didn’t have an interception, much 
less take one to the “house,” nor was he credit- 
ed with any sacks, though one of his three 
assisted tackles was for a loss. 

And Nebraska did have three sacks, by the 
way, one each by Benard Thomas and Chris 
Kelsay and half-sacks by J.P. Wichmann and 
Barrett Ruud, Burrow’s back-up. 

More importantly, the Cornhuskers won. 
And that’s the bottom line. 

Still, Burrow wanted to play well. “I have a 
lot of friends on the team,” he said of lowa 
State. “And itis (in) my hometown. It’s proba- 
bly not a big deal to them, but it is to me. 

“I wanted to show them why I came to 
Nebraska.” 

One of the reasons Burrow left Ames, lowa, 
was to compete for Big 12 and national cham- 
pionships. And the Cornhuskers have given him that 
opportunity. 

They've positioned themselves fora run at both this sea- 
son, and Burrow has played a significant role. “He’s played 
well in every game,” defensive coordinator Craig Bohl said 
early in the week. “He's read very well, has made a lot of 
plays. And he’s really developing into a solid leader. 

“We're pleased that he’s made as many plays as he’s 
made. But I’m not surprised.” 

Burrow, a back-up until this season, has settled in at the 
position vacated by two-time, first-team All-Big 12 honoree 
Carlos Polk. And he’s done so without a lot of fanfare. 

The defense has taken pride in labeling itself “no name,” 
and Burrow has been the embodiment of such a character- 
ization. “I’d say most definitely it’s been worth the wait,” 
he said. 

“1 think the wait has made it that much sweeter.” 

The wait also has helped to shape his outlook on the 
rame. 

“1 definitely think the long process ef working my way 
up has caused me to mature a little more than, say, if | 
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First-year starter Jamie 
Burrow is Nebraska’s 
leading tackler. 


would have come in and started right at the beginning or 
something like that,” he said. 

He'll celebrate his 23rd birthday in less than a month. 

"But I think I’m even more mature than my age indi- 
cates,” he said. 

Nevertheless, his youthful exuberance showed during 
the week leading up to the game. During Monday’s prac- 
tice, “I think you could notice a difference in his 
demeanor,” said Bohl. 

“Jamie, he's pretty diligent. He just prepares (the same) 
every week. But without question there’s a little bit differ- 
ent gleam in his eye right now. This is a big game for him 
personally,” 

Burrow even wore shorts with an lowa State logo on 
them to Monday’s practice in sweats. 

“T like playing lowa State,” he said. “I have a lot of peo- 
ple back home cheering for me and cheering 
against me, so [ just want to go out there and 
play as hard as I can, just show . .. what I can 
do,” 

Over-eager or not, he contributed to a first- 
half defensive effort that extended Nebraska's 
string of quarters without allowing a touch- 
down to 10 before Lowa State quarterback 
Seneca Wallace ran 17 yards on a broken play 
to score with 7:28 remaining in the third quar- 
ter. 

Even though the Cornhuskers led 41-0 at 
halftime, “our intentions were to not have a let- 
down,” Burrow said. Those good intentions 
weren't enough, however. 

“Tt looked like a lack of focus,” he said. 

Wallace, who struggled early, also was a fac- 
tor in what offensive success lowa State had 
during the second half. Burrow was willing to 
give credit where credit was due. 

Wallace is a “great quarterback,” said Burrow. “He made 
a bunch of plays.” 

lowa State recruited Burrow, of course. He virtually 
grew up in the Cyclone program, But when the 
Cornhuskers offered him a scholarship, he immediately 
accepted. 

He was realistic about it. “I came in here knowing that if 
I played to the best of my ability that for sure | would have 
one year to start,” he said. “If | would have gotten two 
years, it would have been that much better, But that isn’t 
what happened. | knew that was probably not going to be 
the case.” 

Since this would be his only opportunity to start against 
Iowa State, he wanted to make the most of it. Considering 
the score, he did — even without three sacks and taking a 
pick to the “house.” 


Mike Babcock is a fo;mer sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or PO. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Parking Available on Non-Game Saturdays - 
We Validate. 


STORE HOURS: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 10-5 
Just across the street from Memorial Stadium. 


Call toll-free 1-800-965-8674 for a 
FREE Official 2001 Huskers Authentic catalog. 


Visit us on the web at huskers.com 
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